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Answering 


the Call 


Cappie is dead. The world took little 
note of his passing and will not long 
remember him, for but few had the 
privilege of knowing him. But he knew 
God, and God knew him. And finally 
that is all that counts. 

Cappie, you see, lived at the Negro 
nursing home where the ten or twelve 
folks who stay there gather in the liv- 
ing room with me for a simple service 
every Sunday after I finish my two 
services at church. 

His name, if the records are correct, 
was William Scott. He was around 90 
years old, but the years rested easy on 
his angular Lincolnesque frame. His 
only relative that we know of is a niece 
somewhere in the state of New York. 

Cappie never said much _ except 
“Howdy.”. And when I first started 
services at the home, he didn’t say even 
that. But he listened. And how he 
listened! You could almost feel his at- 
tention as his long frame bent forward 
in the chair. And after a while he 
started praying the Lord’s Prayer with 
us. And in the seven years I’ve been 
going down there, Cappie missed only 
three services. What we wouldn't give 
for a Missouri Synod congregation full 
of people like that! 

I said that Cappie never said much. 
That was a little unusual, since the ser- 
mons down there are sprinkled with an 
occasional quiet “Amen” or “Hallelu- 
jah.” There’s only one time when Cap- 
pie said anything. And I'll never forget 
it. The sermon was on following Jesus, 
and right in the middle of it, as I waxed 
a little eloquent about following Jesus, 
Cappie sort of straightened up in his 
chair, and, in his bass voice, which 
seemed to come up from his waistline, 
he rumbled, ‘Tell Him to lead on, ah’s 
right behind Him.” 

Then one day, not so long ago, Cap- 
pie got sick. They phoned me from the 
home and said, “Elder” (I’m known 
sometimes as elder, sometimes as dea- 
con, but what the difference is I don’t 
know), “we-all think Cappie’s passin’.” 
Well, I went to see Cappie, and then 
they took him to the hospital. Amaz- 
ingly, he pulled through and came 
home. And when I asked him how he 
felt, he said, “Oh, some bettah, but ah’s 
tired of all this trouble, and ah’m gonna 
die.” , 


/ 


“But, Cappie, the doctor says you'r 
better.” 


“Ah knows it,” he said. With han 
on heart he added, “But in here al 
knows ah’m goin’ home.” 

Cappie’s room was upstairs on thi 
second floor. Every Sunday when I go 
there at noon, it was a custom of som 
years’ standing for me to go to thi 
stairs and cry with a loud voice, “Com« 
on, Cappie, Gabriel’s blowing his horn.’ 
I dare say, few services have been an 
nounced regularly in such a fashion. 

At any rate, on this particular Sun 
day, as I walked in, good old Mrs 
Bonaparte said, “Eldah, you don’t nee¢ 
to tell Cappie that Gabriel’s blowin’ hi 
horn, for Gabriel’s already don 
blowed. Cappie’s answered the call.’ 

Only the lady that runs the hom 
and Mrs. Bonaparte were at the funeral 
We talked about Simeon and what i 
means to depart in peace. 

The day was cold, the wind was if 
the north, and: sleet was in the aif 


I told the two women to go back to the 


home. I would see Cappie to his las' 
earthly home. I had promised him. 

At the cemetery, as I reached for the 
casket handle, the funeral director said 
“You don’t have to do that, Reverend.’ 
Motioning to the cemetery custodians. 
he said, “The boys will help me.” 

I don’t suppose he’ll ever understané 
why I waved off “the boys” — some 
what sharply, I fear — and told him 
‘“Nobody’s going to rob me of the 
honor of carrying Cappie.” 

The world won’t miss Cappie. Bul 
it cheers my heart to think of him, a¢ 
companied by Gabriel’s celestial trum- 
peting, joining that company aroune¢ 
the great white throne and _ singing 
“Thou wast slain and hast redeeme 
us to God by Thy blood out of ever} 
kindred and tongue and people.” 


E. J. Orro, Editor 
Central Illinois District Editiot 


ny Survivors of Missouri 
> Rescued by Lutherans 
Vhat a Friend We Have in Jesus,” 


worshipers had just sung in the. 


floor parlor of the Katie Jane Me- 
al Home, Warrenton, Mo., when 
‘eam of “Fire” propelled the pastor 
his 12 parishioners into an heroic 
1e of the aged. 

velve members of St. John’s Lu- 
in Church in Warrenton, led by 
pastor, Rev. Walter H. Schwane, 
matter of minutes saved about 30 
he 80 patients who survived the 
Lela 

ore than 70 residents of the house 
— many burned beyond recogni- 
— in the Warrenton holocaust, 
ed “the worst nursing-home fire 
. S. history” and the worst fire in 
history of Missouri. 

‘The racing speed of the fire was 
lievable unless you saw it,” Pastor 
yane impressed upon the WITNEss. 
1e service, regularly held the first 
lay of each month, was providen- 
' postponed until February 17 be- 
e of other church matters. 

f it had not been for this postpone- 
,’ Pastor Schwane said, “there 
d have been no service at the 
e on February 17.” 

hen the cries of “FIRE!” abruptly 
d the Sunday afternoon service, 
smoke was rolling down the hall. 
12 church members present at the 
ce immediately led the other 22 
hipers to safety. Everyone at the 
ce got out alive. 

front of the building the Lutheran 
p saw smoke belching from the 
nd-floor windows. Pastor Schwane 
back into the building and carried 
a bedridden woman. 

then I thought of the women in 
vard where I held private devotions 
- our services,” he said. 

e rushed back into the building to 
ie four bedfast women in the ward. 
ladies wanted to leave by the cor- 
-, but smoke was billowing through 
all. 

shut the door,” he explained. “The 
<e would have suffocated us.” 
the ward Pastor Schwane kicked 
a window and called for help. 
Ne’re trapped!” he shouted. 
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The 42-year-old pastor would have 
lost his life if his shouts had not been 
heard. Outside a man quickly raised 
a ladder to the open window. He and 
another man helped carry the four 
women to safety. One was “very large 
and helpless.” 


Rev. Walter H. Schwane 


The pastor remembered another 
woman in an adjoining room. She, 
too, was rescued on the last trip down 
the ladder. 

“Unless you felt the smoke choking 
you, heard the flames behind you, and 
saw the poor, helpless folk, you cannot 
imagine the horror of it,’ the pastor 
emphasized. 

Usually the Lutheran group arrived 
at the home about 2:30. That after- 
noon the pastor came an hour early 
and visited many bedridden patients 
who could not worship with the group. 

“Normally I see them after our serv- 
ice,’ he said. “With each patient 
I prayed, quoted Scripture passages, 
and spoke of the Lord Jesus and of 
salvation through faith in Him.” 

At least a few of those who were 
cremated alive heard the precious words 
of life before they entered eternity. 

The service opened at 2:30 with an 
invocation and reading. “We prayed 
the Lord’s Prayer, and we had just sung 
three verses of the hymn. I was reach- 
ing for my Bible to read the text from 
Luke 18, of the blind man who begged 
Jesus, ‘Have mercy on me!’ when we 
heard the yell ‘FIRE!’ ” Pastor Schwane 
said, 

Kenneth Ruth, 40, Sunday school 
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superintendent at St. John’s, who helped 
evacuate the worshipers, saw a man 
sitting on a second-floor window sill. 
Time was short. The voices of the aged 
are not loud, and the crackling of 
timbers burning like a dried-up Christ- 
mas tree was drowning out his screams. 

Mr. Ruth ran around the building, 
found a ladder, and with the help of 
another churchman rescued the patient. 
The curtain of fire closed off further 
attempts to help the victims on the 
second floor. 

Mrs. Ruth led out women from one 
of the front rooms on the first floor. 

“Some of the aged thought of their 
suitcases and purses,” Pastor Schwane 
said, but with little earthly security left, 
these concerns over a few remaining 
possessions “were not accentuated.” 

The pastor’s overcoat, hat, and a few 
hymnbooks were lost, but these tem- 
poral things “don’t count very much 
after you have experienced a tragedy 
such as that fire,” he stressed with 
emotion. 

Pastor Schwane also serves St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Jonesburg, Mo. 
He had conducted services at the Katie 
Jane Memorial Home for 214 years. 
The building was formerly occupied by 
Central Wesleyan College. 

Mrs. Schwane, who was at home with 
her children at the time of the fire, had 
recently undergone surgery. 


Dr. Arndt Dies Suddenly 
On Train in England 


Dr. William F. Arndt, 76, professor 
of New Testament at Concordia Sem- 
inary, St. Louis, died suddenly in Eng- 
land, February 25. 

Death occurred in a train compart- 
ment during his return from London 
to Cambridge. He had attended a con- 
ference in London on the preceding 
day. 

On leave of absence since iast May, 
Dr. Arndt was in England at the re- 
quest of Synod’s Board for European 
Affairs to establish a seminary for the 
church in Great Britain. 

The Board had asked him to con- 
tinue teaching in England a_ second 
year, but he wished to be relieved and 
had planned to return to the United 
States this summer. 


j 
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“*WACONIA PATRIOT** 


AT THE MINNESOTA LUTHERAN TEACHERS CON- 
FERENCE meeting in Waconia 300 Lutheran day school 


AT ZION LUTHERAN KINDER- 


GARTEN, Omiya, Saitama, Japan, 


teachers honored these five veterans: ].-r.: Val Blatz of Wa- ek Teacher Futamata leads the children 
conia, who has taught for 48 years; C. R. Marquardt, Truman, | in song. Rey. Max Zschiegner is 
50 years; O. L. Stahlke, Glencoe, retired after more than | Synod’s missionary in charge at 
a half century of teaching; Henry Ehlen, Chaska, 48 years; kactl Omiya. 


and Walter Haas, Hamburg, 48 years. 


QUINLIVAN STUDIO 


ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, West- 
field, Mass., Rev. Casimir S. 
David, pastor, has purchased the 
314-acre estate of the late Gov. 
Joseph B. Ely. This Polish con- 
gregation of Synod plans to 
build on the site in about 5 
years. Besides the stucco man- 
sion, the property includes a 
two-family residence and a large 
garage with upstairs quarters. 
Governor Ely nominated Alfred 
E. Smith for President at the 
1932 Democratic Convention. 


B. F. STEINBERG PHOTO 
THE OFFICE BUILDING f 
the English District at 230! 
Grand River Ave., Detroit 1 
Mich., was dedicated last fal 
Above: The Prayer Chapel. — 
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ker for the Blind 
pires Others with Faith 


Ars. Anton Helfrich, 63, for five 
rs has dedicated the major portion 
her time to transcribing Christian 
‘ature into German Braille upon as- 
ment from Synod’s Board for Mis- 
is to the Blind. 

ast year she transcribed more than 
)0 pages of material. Her main 
k is the transcription of Portals of 
yer. She is now finishing a history 
the Old Testament, which will be 
to a lending library for the blind 
serlin, Germany. 

1 1955 she transcribed more than 
)0 pages and proofread volumes of 
k for other Braille transcribers. 

he exacting writing requires the ar- 
zements of tiny punctures in heavy 
l-weight paper. About 350 pages 
int require 1,200 pages in Braille 
\uscript. 

1 1951 she read a plea for tran- 
9ers in German Braille. It took her 
ar to master the techniques. “The 
re language is contained in six little 
, she explained. “They are the al- 
bet, punctuation, everything. You 
> to be 100 per cent accurate. The 
d cannot go back to find mistakes.” 
[ wouldn’t want it thought that I’m 
ying when I tell my story,” she is 
ted in the Ashtabula (Ohio) Star- 
con article which featured her. “I do 
work for Jesus. I do not even think 
the people this work will help. 
ink only of Him.” 

nd poverty, the Star-Beacon claims, 
sar at hand to this dedicated woman 
her 84-year-old husband, who was 
rmer. The childless couple live in 
ttle cottage on Jefferson Street in 
k Creek, a village about 20 miles 
n Ashtabula. A small pension from 
> aid is their only income. Both 
> experienced much illness in recent 
s. Although rheumatism has par- 
y crippled her hands and feet, she 
ks eight to nine hours a day tran- 
xing into Braille. 

ler pastor, Rev. E. A: Heino of Zion 
yeran Church (Finnish) in Ash- 
la, told the Witness: “Anyone 
visits her is inspired by her won- 
ul faith. Although she has a heavy 
s to bear and has reason to com- 
, she is never bitter. She is always 
rful, and she always gives a free 
ession of her faith. She serves out 
ve for her Savior.” 

ortly after she was born in Ger- 
y, the government sent her father, 
rgeon, to South Africa. “We trav- 
much. I went to school in Switzer- 
He saw to it that we had the 
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best of everything, fine clothes, the best. 
It was not always like this,” she said, 
pointing to the tiny room. 

Her stepfather was a Lutheran min- 
ister and later a professor at a prepara- 
tory school in Germany. Her mother’s 
writings have been published. 

Mrs. Helfrich, who came to the 
United States when she was in her 
twenties, is glad to have had the bene- 
fits of a good education and travel. 
“They helped prepare me for what I am 
doing. I think perhaps that is why 
I was permitted to have the best when 
I was young. But I have something far 
richer now, I know. I know it in my 
heart. I am richly paid. 

“I was born a Lutheran. I was edu- 
cated in Lutheran schools, and I always 
considered myself a very religious per- 
son. But since I do this work, I am like 
a person born again. I am filled. 
I want for nothing.” 


Kresge Foundation Grants 
$1,500,000 for New 
Methodist Seminary 


The Kresge Foundation of Detroit 
granted $1,500,000 to help build the 
Methodist Church’s new 350-student 
Wesley Theological Seminary at Wash- 
ington, D.C. The Kresge Foundation 
was established in 1924 by Sebastian 
S. Kresge, head of the chain stores that 
bear his name. Both he and his son 
Stanley, president of the foundation, 
are Methodists. 

The gift is contingent on a matching 
sum to be raised by the church. The 
75-year-old Westminster, Md., Theo- 
logical Seminary will be moved to 
Washington as the nucleus of the new 
institution. 

The seminary will be located on a 
nine-acre plot at American University, 
also a Methodist institution. The school 
is scheduled to open in the fall of 1958. 


Colombia Reported 
Reconsidering Ban 
on Protestant Missionaries 


The U.S. State Department said in 
Washington that the Republic of Co- 
lombia is reconsidering an order ban- 
ning a substantial area of that country 
to Protestant missionaries. 

In a letter to Dr. Clyde Taylor, sec- 
retary of national affairs for the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals, the 
department also said that “since 1951 
there have been numerous incidents of 
violence against American Protestant 
missionaries and the destruction of 
American mission property.” 
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Under terms of a so-called Mission 
Agreement signed by the government of 
Colombia in 1953, the department said, 
the Roman Catholic Church was given 
the exclusive right to proselytize and 
carry on religious and educational work 
in ‘an area constituting between two 
thirds and three fourths of the national 
territory. As a result of this order, 
a number of American Protestant mis- 
sions have been ordered closed, the 
department stated. 

“Since 1953 our Embassy at Bogota 
has taken up this question on numerous 
occasions with the Colombian Foreign 
Office,” the department declared, “‘em- ~ 
phasizing the long period over which 
Protestant establishments have existed 
in this area and the inequity of the 
action taken against them. The Colom- 
bian government has given considerable 
study to the problem and has indicated 
that it hopes it will be possible to 
reopen the closed churches in the near 
future.” 

The U.S. Government, the depart- 
ment stressed, makes “unmistakably 
clear its support of civil rights and 
freedom of worship, and we are ac- 
tively engaged with other governments 
in international organizations in en- 
deavoring to promote respect for these 
rights throughout the world.” 


Lutheran World Relief Staff 
Remains at Jordan Post 


Tension in Jordan has mounted since 
the recent outbreak of hostilities in the 
Near East, according to the director of 
Lutheran World Relief services to Arab 
refugees, Chris Christiansen, whose 
headquarters are in Jerusalem. 

LWR operations in Jordan have been 
on a major scale since 1,000,000 Arabs 
were dispossessed and made homeless 
with the establishment of the State of 
Israel by decision of the United Na- 
tions. The services to these refugees 
include distributions of food and cloth- 
ing, operation of a hospital and several 
clinics, an orphanage, a home for the 
blind, and a boys’ vocational training 
school. 

Supplies provided by Synod’s Board 
of World Relief help to maintain these 
services. 

“Probably there will be no possibility 
of getting out of Jordan if war breaks 
out here,” Mr. Christiansen writes. “My 
staff and my family have thought of 
the possibility of being cut off from 
eur homes and from your office. We 
are prepared to face this. 

“We will stay in Jerusalem with our 
Arab refugee friends as long as they 
need us and want us.” 
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Members of New Mission in 
Texas Emphasize Evangelism 


In a new congregation at Andrews, 
Tex., members of the church and of 
the auxiliary organizations emphasize 
evangelism. One member spends from 
10 to 15 hours every week calling on 
the unchurched. 

The women have organized mainly 
for the work of evangelism. One woman 
who is attending the adult membership 
class has induced another family to 
come to services. That family has 
agreed to join the next membership 
class. The work of the members is 
yielding excellent results. 

The new mission, served by Rey. 
C. E. Kleber, holds services in a public 
school. The estimated population of 
the area is 11,000. 


ELC Pastor Appointed to 
Embassy in Norway 


Rev. Trygve O. Svare, professor of 
Latin and Norse at Pacific Lutheran 
College, Parkland, Wash., has been ap- 
pointed by President Eisenhower as 
cultural attaché to the U. S. Embassy 
in Oslo, Norway. 

Born in Norway in 1892, he came 
to the U. S. in 1905. He was gradu- 
ated from Luther Theological Semi- 
nary, St. Paul, and obtained his M. A. 
from the U. of Washington. 

After serving pastorates in North 
Dakota and Washington, he joined the 
faculty of Pacific Lutheran in 1949. In 
1951—52 he was an exchange teacher 
in Norway under the Fulbright Act. 


REV. MARTIN L. KOEHNEKE, left, 
president of Concordia Teachers Col- 
lege, River Forest, presents a check in 
the amount of $115,000 to Chas. E. 
Groerich, Assistant Treasurer of Synod. 
The check, representing a Ford Foun- 
dation grant to the college, is being lent 
to the Church Extension Fund. The 
4% interest on the investment will be 
used to increase faculty salaries for the 
first ten-year period. Center, Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Hillmer, Secretary for Missions 
in North and South America, 
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Briefly Told 


® Over CBS-TV on Sunday, March 
24, Louis J. Menking, principal of Lu- 
ther High School North, Chicago, will 
discuss “The Church Meets the Teen- 
Age Mind” on “Lamp unto My Feet.” 


® To encourage boys from the con- 

gregation to prepare for the ministry, 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Ottawa, 
Canada, adopted the following schedule 
for their annual support: $100 for each 
high school year in attendance at one 
of Synod’s preparatory schools; $200 
for each junior college year; $250 for 
each senior college year; $300 for each 
seminary year. Special offering en- 
velopes for student support will be pro- 
vided for collection on Palm Sunday 
and the first Sunday in September. 


@ Ottawa’s inner city Lutheran 
church, St. Paul’s, in February released 
36 communicants plus 34 baptized souls 
to organize Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Elmvale Acres, Ottawa, and 
in a Sunday afternoon house-to-house 
canvass, received for the new congre- 
gation $35,000 for Church Extension 
Fund loans interest free, plus $5,000 in 
cash contributions. The ladies’ aid has 
donated $1,000 toward the mission, the 
LWML is designating 75% of its 
monthly meeting receipts for it, and 
the congregation has bought 45 hym- 
nals for the new church. 


@ Rev. O.C. Schroeder, editor of the 
Lutheran Messenger (Braille) and Lu- 
theran Herald (Moon) — publications 


for the blind — received mail at Christ- .- 


mas from sightless readers in England, 
Canada, Australia, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
India, Palestine, and Germany, who 
are grateful for Synod’s work among 
the blind. Since 1927 Pastor Schroeder 
has answered 50,000 Braille and ink 
letters from the blind. — Through the 
Lutheran Charities Association of Chi- 
cago he delivered 24 packages of food 
at Christmas to handicapped persons. 


® Concordia Collegiate Institute, 
Bronxville, recently received two’ be- 
quests: $10,000 from the estate of 
George Trommer and $5,000 from the 
estate of Anna M. Konther. The in- 
come of Mrs. Konther’s bequest is to 
be used to maintain the Konther Bi- 
ology Laboratory. Through a generous 
gift from Mrs. Konther to Concordia 
seven years ago the college dedicated 
one of the biology laboratories to the 
memory of hef husband, Dr. Konther. 
She willed the college one twelfth of 
her residuary estate (estimated at 
$20,000) for general use. 
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@® Henry C. von Elm, former pres 
dent of the Manufacturers Trust Con 
pany in New York City, presented + 
Concordia Collegiate Institute a po 
trait of John Flamsteed, British astro: 
omer, 1646—1719, painted by Jok 
Riley. “I have had this portrait in 
home for some years and should no 
like to donate it to the Institute © 
memory of Rev. Arthur Brunn, wt 
was my pastor for forty-odd years ar 
my very dear friend,” Mr. von El 
wrote. 


@ Mrs. June L. Park, a member « 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Oaklan 
Calif., and a district representative « 
the Aid Association for Lutherans, h. 
sold more than $1,000,000 of insu 
ance for the third consecutive yea 
She has now qualified for life mer 
bership in the insurance industry 
Million Dollar Round Table. — H 
son is a student at Concordia Seminar 
St. Louis. 


@ Rev. and Mrs. Ralph Underwag 
of Hiawatha, Iowa, adopted a si 
month-old Greek boy, Mark Paul, w 
arrived in New York on January 1 
Because there are more childless coup 
in the U.S. asking for children thé 
there are adoptable children, the Unde 
wagers requested a Greek child. 


@ The Federal Communicatio 
Commission announced it has grant 
a construction permit to Union The 
logical Seminary of Virginia for a ne 
nonprofit educational FM broadcastif 
station to operate at Richmond. It 
the third theological seminary in 
U.S. to be given such a license, # 
FCC said. The others are Boone Bi 
lical College, Boone, Iowa, and Moo 
Bible Institute, Chicago. 


@ One of the few church tunnels - 
the country is popular with adults a 


Fort Wayne. The underground tunneé 
connecting the sanctuary, school buil 
ing, and Heritage Hall, a new paris 
house, permits youngsters to go ff 

one building to the other without ris! 
ing the hazards of street traffic or 1 
clement weather. 


living, also 15 grandchildren, 44 grea 
grandchildren, and _ six great-gre 
grandchildren. She attended s¢ 
regularly until five years ago, 


orto Alegre Airport, 
MeO): Druk 
re and Rev. Victor 
enbauer greeted Rev. 
ald A. Ott and Dr. 
'. Behnken. 


Visiting 


CARACAS 


SAO PAULO 


PORTO ALEGRE 


a, 


Brazil and Axg entina 


Vhy are you making the long trip 
outh America?” I was asked re- 
diy. Have you also asked this 
‘ion? 
le answer to this question goes 
to a resolution of the St. Paul 
rention to reorganize the program 
raining pastors and teachers in 
il. The reorganization called for 
yurchase of some additional prop- 
;, a matter which concerns both 
30ard of Directors and the Board 
Missions for North and South 
rica. 
ie Board of Missions sent its exec- 
secretary, Rev. Harold Ott, to 
1 America. The Board of Direc- 
requested Clarence Amling to go 
survey available school sites. Un- 
nately Mr. Amling felt constrained 
main at home because of serious 
s in the family. 
bsequently Henry Buck agreed to 
sent Synod’s directors, but later 
to decline. Then I was urged to 
9 South America, especially also 
use neither the Vice-Presidents nor 
ough often invited, had attended 
onventions of these Districts. 


Caracas, Venezuela 


cretary Ott and I left St. Louis on 
ary 13. We stopped in Caracas, 
zuela, for a little more than a day 
isit our missions. We saw their 
ol, beautifully located on the side 
mountain. 

2 also met our missionaries, Dr. 
’, Strieter and Revs. R. G. Hueb- 
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ner, Hector Lazos, and Fred Riedel. 
We saw the mission church of Pastor 
Lazos. 


Rio de Janeiro 


Our next stopover was Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Brazil, city of more than two 
and one-half million people. There is 
an astounding amount of building ac- 
tivity in this city as well as in Sao Paulo 
and Porto Alegre. 

In these large centers our church has 
gained a fine foothold. Our Synod and 
our Brazil District owe much to the 
sainted Dr. Henry W. Horst, a former 
lay member of the Board of Directors, 
who in 1928 visited our South Amer- 
ican missions and encouraged our fel- 
low Lutherans to begin mission work 
in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. In 
fact, he paid the salary of Dr. Rodolfo 
Hasse to explore the possibilities and 
to begin the work. 

Through the foresight and generosity 
of Mr. Horst our church has established 
some flourishing missions in the great 
urban centers of Brazil. 

Our visit to Rio de Janeiro, where 
we inspected a number of possible sites, 
resulted in the choice of one, excellently 
located on a mountain side. 


Sao Paulo 


Dr. Rodolfo Hasse accompanied us 
to Sao Paulo. This city boasts of being 
the Chicago of Brazil. 

According to Synod’s resolution, the 
Normal School, or Teachers College, 
is to be located in Sao Paulo. For years 
this school has been connected with the 
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Theological Seminary and Pretheolog- 
ical Department (three schools in one) 
in Porto Alegre. 

After viewing a number of sites we 
urged them to continue their search 
for other locations. 


Porto Alegre 


Saturday, January 19, Dr. Hasse ac- 
companied us to Porto Alegre, where 
we enjoyed the hospitality of Dr. and 
Mrs. K. Rupp at Concordia Seminary. - 

On the campus we were greeted by 
the Juventude Luterana, the young 
people’s organization, which was in 
session for its district convention. 

I addressed the convention in the 
German language. For those who did 
not understand German, Dr. Rehfeldi 
of Concordia Seminary interpreted. 

It was most encouraging to see these 
young people in action, which augurs 
well for the future of our Brazil District. 


Brazil District Convention 


Sunday afternoon the Brazil District 
opened its convention with a divine 
service. The hymns, prayers, and lit- 
urgy were in the Portuguese language. 
I preached in the German language. 

The convention heard an essay on 
Christian Stewardship, delivered in the 
German language by Rev. F. Otten. 
Much of the discussion was in the Por- 
tuguese language. 


Transition Period 


Our church in Brazil is passing 
through a language transition period 
such as we had in the United States 
and Canada decades ago. In Brazil it 
means passing from German to Por- 
tuguese; in Argentina, from German 
to Spanish. 

What a blessing that the church is 
not bound to any particular language! 
The church preaches the Gospel in 
whatever language it finds necessary. 

We were happy to note that our 
South American brethren are aware of 
their obligation to reach the native 
people with the Gospel of Christ. 


Change of Presidency 


The Brazil District elected a new 
president, Rev. Arnold W. Schneider, 
to succeed Dr. Hasse. 

The convention thanked Dr. Hasse 
for the many years of faithful and 
conscientious service he rendered. He 
will continue to serve in the mission 
work in Central and Northern Brazil, 
as editor of the Portuguese church pe- 
riodical, and as director of the Portu- 
guese Lutheran Hour. 

May God continue to shower His 
gracious benedictions on our Brazil 
District! JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


Where and when did love begin? 
With God, not with us. He loved us 
first. Long before we had our being, 
God was loving us. 


We love Him because He first loved 
us. Love began with God. 


Love on the Cross 


God loved us while “we were yet 
sinners.” We were transgressors of His 
Law, rebels against His goodness and 
kindness, workers of iniquity, lost and 
condemned creatures. 


Nevertheless the holy God, with 
whom no evil can dwell, who must 
cast sinners from His presence — He 
loved us. He loved us first. Though 
He foresaw the fall of man into sin and 
the sinner’s enmity against Himself, 
God loved us from eternity and chose 
us for eternal life. 

In His love God sent forth His Son 
to redeem us, to cleanse us from sin, 
and to sanctify us. 

Jesus, our Savior, Himself did offer; 

Jesus, our Savior, paid all we owed. 


During Lent we behold Jesus, the 
Son of God, “sorrowful, sore amazed, 
and very heavy.” He is “in an agony.” 
He becomes “a worm and no man.” 
He is brought “into the dust of death.” 
Why? Because He first loved us. 


We behold the cross on which the 
Prince of Glory died. He suffers the 
agonies of hell. He gives Himself to 
the terrors of death. Why? Because 
He first loved us. 


Through the Gospel 


Divine love did not stop at the cross. 
Having loved us, Jesus loved us to the 
end. Having reconciled us to God by 
His substitutional suffering and_ death, 
He committed to us the Word of Rec- 
onciliation, the Gospel. 

Through the Gospel He shines into 
our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God. 
Through the Gospel He leads us to be- 
lieve and. frust in Him. Through the 
Gospel He guards us, guides us, and 
preserves us to life everlasting. 

Through the Gospel He restores to 
us the joy of our salvation when sin 


alarms us. Through the Gospel He 
gives us the whole armor of God to 
stand against the wiles of Satan and the 
temptation of every evil hour. 


Through the Gospel He sustains us 
in the hour of death, for He has abol- 
ished death and brought life and im- 
mortality to light. 


Thus love began with God. He loved 
us first. On the cross and beyond it 
God kept His ancient Gospel promise: 
“I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love; therefore with loving-kindness 
have I drawn thee.” 
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“We Love Him” 


What shall be our response to this 
everlasting love? The answer given by 
St. John: “We love Him.” As surely 
as we rejoice in the wondrous salvation 
Jesus earned for us and imparted to us, 
so surely will we love the God who first 
loved us. 


Our love will move us to listen to 
our Savior and to speak to Him. Jesus 
speaks to us in His Word, and we speak 
to Him in our prayers. We love Him 
by gladly hearing and learning His 
Word; by praying, praising, and giving 
thanks to Him. 

Christians implore His aid for such 
expression of their love when they sing: 


Blessed Jesus, at Thy word 

We are gathered all to hear Thee; 

Let our hearts and souls be stirred 

Now to seek and love and fear Thee, 

By Thy teachings, sweet and holy, 

Drawn from earth to love Thee 
solely. 


Again, we love God by continuing 
His Word as it is recorded in the sacri 


Scriptures. Our love urges us to ke 
this only channel of divine love ai 
grace wide open, unobstructed by h 
man thoughts or additions. “If — 
continue in My Word,” Jesus sai 
“then are ye My disciples indeed.” 


If we truly love Jesus, we will al 
speak of Him. Out of the abundan 
of a heart filled with love, the Chr 
tian will speak of Jesus and His love 
those who do not know Him. Isn’t 
the loving will of God? God will ha 
all men to be saved and to come un 
the knowledge of the truth. How sh 
men believe in Him of whom they ha' 
not heard? Our love of God will co 
pel us to speak of Jesus. 


Together 


Because we love God, we help t 
proclaim the Gospel of Christ in 
the world. That is the purpose f 
which we have banded together in 0 
Synod: to carry the good news of Got 
love in Jesus unto the uttermost pa 
of the earth. 


What a mission field the Lord h 
assigned to our church! Think of 1 


_-Our missionaries are speaking of Jes 


everywhere: from Alaska, through Cai 
ada, through the United States, throug Ig 
Mexico, through Central America, i 
South America; then to Africa, to | 
rope, to India, to New Guinea, to t& 
Philippine Islands, to China-Formos 
to Japan, to the Hawaiian Islands; the 
back to this country, to the deaf, to tf 
blind, to the poor and needy, to 
residents of hundreds of institutions 


Everywhere the missionaries of Ot 
church are proclaiming the Gospel ¢ 
God’s love in Jesus. “Send us mot 
workers,” they plead. The Lord dail 
provides new opportunities to speak ¢ 
Jesus to men, women, and children wh 
“have not heard.” 

In this vast mission program of 
God and our church there is a f{ 
and a part for you. Can you refus 
heed His divine call: “Go ye”? — 

Your motivation? “We love Ff 


because He first loved us.” 
HERMAN A, HAR 
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snt has a solemnity of its own, but 
solemnity has an overtone of joy. 
_ deepens the joy of Christians. 


uring this sacred season Christians 
and make melody in their hearts 
ie Lord. They exult in the sacrifice 
esus for the world’s redemption. 


slory be to Jesus!” sings all Chris- 
om. 


Glory be to Jesus, 

Who in bitter pains 

Poured for me the lifeblood 
From His sacred veins! 


ne Christian in hushed reverence 
ds Jesus suffering — for him, not 
timself — the grief and shame and 
of death by crucifixion. 


s Jesus sheds His lifeblood to se- 
the pardon of all sinners, the soul 
bled by guilt cannot but praise the 
or for His wondrous love. 

slory be to Jesus!” is the irresistible 
ynse of the Christian who ponders 
1oly Passion of the Son of God. 


Grace and life eternal 
In that blood I find; 
Blest be His compassion, 
Infinitely kind! 


hose blood? The blood of the Lamb 
sod, which taketh away the sin of 
world. 


ae lamb was the most common vic- 
in the Old Testament sacrifices, the 
- familiar type of an offering 
od. 
ne shedding of the lamb’s blood in 
daily sacrifice and in the annual 
over foreshadowed the all-sufficient 
ement of Christ. Generation by 
ration, God led His people toward 
10ur when the Lamb of God would 
e the Sacrifice Supreme. 
e blood of Christ, shed on the 
, fulfilled God’s plan of redemp- 
1 who put their trust in this perfect 
ce find in it God’s grace and 
, His forgiveness for all sins. With 
Torsvens the believer has new 
now and forever. 
_ Blest through endless ages 
_ Be the precious stream 
_ Which from endless torments 


Can the shedding of blood deliver 
the world from perpetual torment? Can 
the sacrifice of a human life quiet the 
soul tormented by its offenses against 
the holy God? No indeed. 


Only a “precious stream” of blood 
could effect the remission of sins; only 
blood drawn from “sacred veins” makes 
amends for universal iniquity. 


From eternity Jesus qualified for per- 
fect Saviorhood. Before He was born 
of Mary, the angel Gabriel said to her: 
“That Holy Thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 


Glory 
Be Go 


The Lutheran Hymnal, No. 158 


When Joseph was troubled because 
Mary was-with child, the angel of the 
Lord explained: “That which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost... . 
And thou shalt call His name JESUS, 
for He shall save His people from their 
sins.” 

On the cross at Calvary flows not the 
blood of a mere man; it is the holy, 
precious lifeblood of the Son of God, 
reconciling the world to the Father. 


Abel’s blood for vengeance 
Pleaded to the skies; 

But the blood of Jesus 
For our pardon cries. 


Abel’s blood, shed by his envious 
brother Cain, is symbolic of all murder. 


Murder suggests a vicious slaying. 
But murder is more than the outward 
act of homicide. Murder is every cruel 
word that cuts deep into a human heart, 
shortening or embittering life itself. 


The definition of murder is even 
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more pointed: “Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer, and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abid- 
ing in him.” 

All shades of murder cry out to the 
heavens for vengeance, for the Lord 
says: “Vengeance is Mine; I will repay.” 

Yet where violence abounds, divine 
forgiveness much more abounds, be- 
cause the blood of Jesus cries to heaven 
for our pardon. 


Oft as earth exulting 
Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing 
Make their glad reply. 


Jesus sacrificed Himself for all peo- 
ple, regardless of their nationality or 
color, their position or station in life. 


Therefore the story of the blood of 
the cross is to be told to all. Believers 
in Christ cannot keep to themselves the 
good news of salvation. They must 
share it with others. 


As the story of Jesus and His love 
is told from one generation to another, 
there is joy among the angels of God. 
When men laud and magnify God’s 
glorious name, their praises are echoed 
by angels and archangels and all the 
company of heaven. 

Lift we, then, our voices, 
Swell the mighty flood, 
Louder still and louder 
Praise the precious blood! 


So tremendous a sacrifice, so won- 
derful a gift calls for a decision. Will 
I be proud and spurn salvation from 
sin? Or will I humble myself and im- 
plore the Lord’s mercy for the sake of 
the precious blood? 


Only those who renounce all pride 
and trust wholly in God’s redeeming 
grace will find His peace. They will 
live in rest and quietness despite tur- 
moil and tragedy. 


’ Above the sharpest notes of despair 
rises the chorus of God’s redeemed 
children, swelling the mighty flood of 
praises to the Lord, the Lord who is 
great and greatly to be praised for His 
bleeding love to save. 


Will you add your voice to the song? 


HENRY C. EBELING 


Witness Comments 
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A Passing Parade 


In the statistics of one of our churches appears 
an interesting item: 159 of the congregation’s 
1,731 communicant members became members 
during the previous twelve months. One of every 
eleven communicants was a new member. 

This situation, not unusual in other congrega- 
tions, has an important implication: We are deal- 
ing with a parade of people passing by, not with 
a convention of individuals who remain in place! 

We need a continuing program of education 
and leadership training. Our task is to keep the 
members acquainted with one another, informed 
about the werk of the church, and properly moti- 
vated to serve the Lord. The boards and com- 
mittees of the church as well as its individual 
members must apply themselves to this task, even 
as we must keep on preaching and teaching the 
same Gospel week after week, year after year. 


Would This Be True Today? 


The earliest Christians were known more for 
their way of life than for their teachings, a speaker 
recently told a church officers’ training school. 
It was not without reason, he added, that the 
Christian faith was first called “the Way.” 

This stirs the imagination and calls for some 
introspection. Would this be true of Christians 
today? Would it be true of our Missouri Synod? 
Are we better known for our teachings on church 
fellowship and lodges, for example, than for our 
exemplary Christian lives and our vibrant Chris- 
tian fellowship? 

Certainly, Christian doctrine in the New Tes- 
tament and in the church is the basis of the 
Christian life. But an emphasis on the teachings 
of Scripture is not enough. We must also prac- 
tice those teachings. Our lives must testify loudly 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and the work of His 
Holy Spirit. “Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” “Faith without 
works is dead.” 


“What’s the Answer?” 


Now and then “What’s the Answer?” draws 
criticisms which seem unwarranted. When a ques- 
tion concerns a subject on which Scripture speaks, 
the answer is based on Scripture, and Scripture 
texts are given. In an age of compromise and 
theological fluidity, WITNESS readers can always 
be certain of Biblical answers to their questions. 

As a rule, however, the questions addressed to 
Professor Sohn deal with concrete cases, on which 
he must bring Scriptural doctrine to bear. No 
two cases are alike. Two cases may agree in 
nine elements, but the tenth may be totally dis- 
similar. That tenth element alters the cases! 

In certain areas of practice the column is guided 
by the agreements of the congregations compris- 
ing the Missouri Synod as these directions are 
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laid down in the synodical Handbook and in t 
official Proceedings. 

In relating Scriptural doctrine to life situatio 
no man is infallible. The wisest pastor, profess¢ 
or counselor can express judgments only with 
the limitations of a finite mind. 

But if “What’s the Answer?” stimulates inter 
and thought, if the questions and answers mo 
readers to open their Bibles and read, this WI 
NESS feature will continue to serve a real purpos 


“The Most Wasted Hour”? 


“The Most Wasted Hour in the Week” was tl 
teaser on a recent cover of Life. This rema 
by a 14-year-old boy described his reaction 
his Sunday school sessions. 

A large cartoon illustrating the feature artic 
suggested that beneath staid and stately church 
there are often Sunday schools in which teache 
act as mere baby-sitters while reading movie ma 
azines, tell Bible stories to scare the kids, + 
entertain them with rock-and-roll dancing. 

The author of the article did not say what tl 
headline and the cartoon said. Whether a mag 
zine can become any less respectably true af 
morally responsible in its attempt to be sens 
tional is a question. | 

But a much more important question is thi 
Are our Sunday schools really “the most waste 
hour in the week’? | 

The article makes some serious charges, wh 
may be true. It states that “ministers are off 
badly informed about what goes on during 
Sunday school hour, even in their own church 
The article also asserts that often lay people ‘ ‘wit 
virtually no training” are given the gigantic tas 
of planning and directing the church’s program: 
religious education. Our Sunday schools certain 
need the active leadership of our pastors. Whe 
this is not available, our churches face the nee 
of associate ministers of education or at lea 
trained educational leaders. 

The author also calls attention to the bad di 
cipline in many Sunday schools. Especially 1 
teen-age classes one sometimes finds undeniab 
irreverence, rowdyism, and impudence. These 2 
titudes call for trained supervision, parental ¢ 
operation, and much more Christian home tra 
ing than is now reflected in public. 

Even with lay leaders and untrained Sunde 
school teachers, most of whom are consecrate 
and faithful, our Sunday schools are far ff 
being “the most wasted hour in the week.” Cai 
you think of a more important way for parents afi 
children to spend an hour on Sunday morning 

For in all our Sunday schools the Word of Go 
is taught by people who believe in Jesus af 
have His Spirit. And in Sunday school, followe 
of Christ meet together in fellowship of faith 
worship God and to iearn His ways. Ho 
this be a waste of time? 


St. Louis, Mo. ALLAN Hart JAHSMAN 
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“oose Leaves 


“For Our Learning” 


The Sunday school youngster had been very 
regular in his attendance. He was but five years 
old, but he had learned the good habit of being 
faithful. His family discussed a picnic for a later 
Sunday, and the mother suggested that they could 
start right after the Sunday school dismissed. The 
father and an older brother objected and finally 
prevailed with their reasoning that they could 
worship God also out in nature. Came the day, 
and the entire family was on its way to enjoyment 
and recreation. The picnic was near a sizable 
trout stream, and the father took off upstream. 
The older brother fished downstream. The mother 
had taken some reading material along, and the 
five-year-old had amused himself gathering rocks 
and wild flowers. 


After lunch a little more futile fishing was tried, 
and by three o’clock in the afternoon everyone 
save the little fellow was tired and anxious to go 
home. When the father insisted that he come 
now, the little boy began crying. When asked why 
he did not want to go home yet, he replied: 
“Daddy, you said we would have church and 
Sunday school out here, but we have not had 
either one yet.” 

It struck the older three like a bolt from the 
blue, but no one uttered a word. All the way 
home was spent in silence. The little faithful 
Sunday school pupil fell asleep, but still not 
a sound out of the other three. 


That same evening the father gathered the 
family around him and confessed: “We have done 
an injustice to little Mike. He was so intent on 
being in Sunday school and church today, but 
instead he wept his little heart out because I failed 
him. With the help of God that shall not happen 
again. We spoke of worshiping God in nature, 
but we did not do it. I guess people just say that 
without ever intending to do it.” 


How many have reasoned just like this father 
and older son in regard to divine worship! How 
many have made the same mistake! Have you, 
or will you? — Redeemer Sunday Bulletin, 
Custer, S. Dak. 


“Stay at Home?” 


A veteran medical missionary home on fur- 
lough said recently: “It is not a question of 
whether God wants you to go, but does He want 
you to stay home? People often ask, “How can 
you go to such an out-of-the-way place when your 
talents, your training, and your experience would 
gain you recognition and a high place in your pro- 
fession at home?’ With such a desperate need 
abroad, both physically and spiritually, I can only 
answer, ‘How can I possibly stay at home?’ ” 

There is no limit . . . to what God can do with 
one fully consecrated Christian willing to serve 
where God wants him to be. . . . Under the com- 
mission given by His Lord, the Christian called 
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to work in the secular field has opportunities and 
responsibilities as great and as varied as those 
placed upon and enjoyed by the full-time Chris- 
tian worker. The Sunday School Times 


Undelivered 


Thousands of letters lie in the post offices of 
our country — undelivered. Many of them con- 
tain messages intended to bring joy to the hearts 
of others. Because of the carelessness of the 
senders they cannot be delivered. 


You have a message to deliver. Once that 
message meant everything to you. We hope that 
it still does. Just think of what your life would 
be like if others had not delivered this message 
to you! Do you know what it cost others to 
deliver that message to you? Now it is your 
turn — and mine. If we did not do our fair share 
last year, we made it impossible in some respects 
for this message to be delivered. Let’s do our 
part every week this year! — Bulletin, Zion 
Church, Wausau, Wis. 


The Divine Guidebook 


The Bible is the divine Guidebook, God’s reve- 
lation for the journey every man makes through 
life. It is the truth, telling the truth about the 
human heart with its sin and rebellion against 
God and also setting forth the hope of redemp- 
tion through Christ. In the Bible, truth is made 
known in a Person, so that in a very special sense 
the Book bears witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Beyond its moral precepts, greater than its laws, 
above its devotional teaching, is the fact that it 
gives men the Gospel that God loves the world, 
that He gave His only Son for the world, and that 
in His Son God has done for all who believe in 
Him what they could never do for themselves — 
that He has forgiven their sins and made them 
new men in Christ. — American Tract Society 


A Strange Family 


In this “strange” family, the father has not 
missed church or Sunday school in 23 years. The 
mother has a perfect record for 11 years. A son 
has not missed for 12 years. A daughter has been 
teaching Sunday school for seven years without 
missing. This “strange” family never has com- 
pany to keep them away from church. They never 
feel tired on Sunday mornings. They never have 
headaches or colds or sudden calls out of town. 


What’s wrong with these “strange” people? 
Nothing at all. They are simply consistent and 
persistent in living their faith, seeking first the 
kingdom of God, loving the place where God’s 
honor dwells. 


America needs more Christian fathers like 
Joshua, who resolved: “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” — The Montana Mes- 
senger 
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Ar. and Mrs. Alfred Happel and their son David (back 
9 camera) greet Virgil Lee at lowa Braille School. 


Vashing dishes is part of family living. Blind guests are 
ncouraged to become a part of the family. 


The Happels bring Virgil to Trinity Church every Sunda 
for services. Rev. Raymond Fechner, left, has worked wit 
the blind in Sunday school and confirmation classes. { 


“When thou makest a feast, call . . . the blind, and tho 
shalt be blessed,” Luke 14:13. ; 
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Usually at the age of five, 
blind children enter state res- 
idential schools and remain 
through high school. Except 
on vacations, the blind boys 
and girls lose the warmth of 
home and family life. The su- 
perintendent of the Missouri 
School for the Blind suggested 
that parents invite a blind child 
for the weekend to give him 
the experience of normal home 
life in a sighted environment. 


Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Vinton, Iowa, was the first 
church in Synod to establish 
a parent program in co-opera- 
tion with the Iowa Braille and 
Sight-Saving School at Vinton. 
The blind are entertained by 
families with children the same 


age as the blind young people. 


Kindergarten for blind children. 


Synod’s Board of Missions for the Blind publishes four 
magazines: The Lutheran Messenger in Braille; the Lutheran 
Herald in Moon type; Der Bote, published in Germany; and 
Teen Time for sight-saving and blind youngsters. (One tenth 
of all the blind children in the U.S. read Teen Time.) Blind 
readers in 23 countries receiye these magazines free upon 
request. 

State schools for the blind have commended the board 
for its youth program. 

The Transcription Committee of Synod’s Board for the 
Blind supervises the hand-printed material required in limited 
numbers. Women volunteers (see cover and page 5) who 
have studied Braille produce the regular Concordia Sunday 
School Lessons, hymns, and books for the Library for the 
Blind. 

The library — second-largest religious library for the blind 
in the U.S. — lends books and Christian literature in Braille 
and Moon type and talking records. The library is at 3558 
S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 


Seated, l.-r.: Rev. H. J. Mueller, chairman, Board of Missions for the 
Blind; Mabel Warnke, chairman, Transcription Committee; Edith 
Sandborg, instructor. Standing: Madeline Bruenig, librarian; Rev. 
Theo. Weiss, board member; Edna Diener, secretary; Rev. O. C. 
Schroeder, editor; and Rev. W. H. Storm, executive secretary. 


The stream 


must become 


a mighty flood 


HERMAN A. MAYER 


Executive Secretary 
Church Extension Board 


Our people do not hesitate to begin a new mission in upsta 
halls, schoolrooms, funeral parlors, or police stations. Often, 
however, such places are not available. We are thinking of new 
housing developments where a building must be erected before 
services or Sunday school can be held. 


To meet the needs created by the opening of new missions, 
every synodical District in the United States and Canada has 
a Church Extension Fund, from which loans are made to new 
congregations. The 32 Districts operate with a revolving fund of 
about 38 million dollars. Of this amount the Districts own 
13 million dollars, and 25 million has been borrowed. Synod’s 
Church Extension Fund has a working capital of $6,500,000 to 
help financially weak Districts. 

The Church Extension Fund has been called “God’s Bank,” 
a bank to which Christians lend their money to work for God. 
From this bank congregations can borrow the necessary money 
to erect their houses of worship. Congregations repay their loans 
to Synod as quickly as possible, usually within ten years. 

The needs far surpass the available funds. A far wider 
expansion .has taken place in the Northwest, West, South, and 
Southeast than in the heart of our country. Yet 12 states with 
Chicago as the center have 72 per cent of the communicant 
membership of Synod, while the remaining 36 states and all of 
Canada claim only 28 per cent. In the areas where our com- 
municant membership is weakest, lies our greatest mission oppor- 
tunity and our most urgent need for church-extension funds. 


This need for funds explains why Synod’s Church Extension 
Board is making a special appeal for investments in “God’s Bank.” 
We are happy to report that the appeal has received the whole- 
hearted support of our people everywhere. During the past three 
months a steady stream of loans has been flowing to St. Louis. 
From here the loans are channeled to the Districts and to individual 
congregations, who convert the money into temples of the Lord. 
To meet the challenge of the future, this stream must become 
a mighty flood. 

Do you have some savings which you could put into the 
service of God and the church? “God’s Bank” pays 3% on 60-Day 
Demand Notes; 342% on 5-Year Notes; 4% on 10-Year Notes. 
Send your savings or write for further information to: 


THE CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


210 N. BROADWAY 
SAINT Louis 2, Missouri y 
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District Presidents Study 
Problems of Synod 


THE CHURCH has 370 bona fide 
cant pulpits, according to a survey 
ported to the College of Presiden 
The heads of the 32 synodical Distri¢ 
in North America met at the Luther 
Building, St. Louis, February 19 and 

The reason for the marked rise abo’ 
the 250 vacancies last year is the lar 
number of retirements, stated Rev. E 
win A. Sommer, Executive Secretary. 
the Board for Support and Pensions. 


THE BOARD OF ALLOCATION antié 
pates 197 pastoral calls in addition 
ten calls for foreign missionaries. TI 
number of theological candidates e 
pected this year is 203; male teach 
candidates, 114; women teacher canc 
dates, 111; vicars, 198; and men ar 
women helpers for schools in temporai 
teacher vicarages, 231. 

Rev. H. F. Krohn, President of tt 
Southern Nebraska District, succee 
the late Dr. A. Wegener on the Plac 
ment Committee. 

The Board of Allocation will me 
in St. Louis May 7 and 8, and on May 
will meet jointly with the College « 
Presidents and the officers of the te 
minal schools. 


SyNop’s ACTUAL BUDGET DEFIC 
for Fiscal 1955 and Fiscal 1956 tota 
$650,000, Dr. W. H. Schlueter, Trea 
urer, and Chas. E. Groerich, Assistal 
Treasurer, reported. 

The College of Presidents recon 
mended to the Board of Directors an 
to the Fiscal Conference that the 195 
budget include $500,000 for debt n 
duction. . 

George Eigel, legal counselor ¢ 
Synod, asked for the incorporation p 
pers of all Districts, because he receiv 
many inquiries concerning the legalit 
of certain actions. : 


A COMMITTEE, appointed by Dr. V 
F. Lichtsinn, chairman of the Colleg 
of Presidents, presented a_ study 
the Joint Faculty Committee of th 
St. Louis and Springfield seminaries 0 
problems connected with “installation 
and “ordination,” for which the cof 
mittee is trying to establish uniformi 
of practice. The problems deal wit 
the installation of men who are nt 
directly called to non-congregationi 
offices. The matter was resubmitted t 
the committee, which will meet wi 
the Joint Faculty Committee to dra 
the material in one document. 

“We have been working on this prol 
lem since 1952,” said President G. ¥ 
Lobeck, secretary of the College ¢ 
Presidents. “We hope to settle it né@ 
year.” 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


SYNOD’Ss COMMISSION on Fraternal 
ganizations is sponsoring the publi- 
ion of a manual on secret organiza- 
us, scheduled to appear the end of 
1e. The commission is also preparing 
ract on “Lutheranism and Lodgery.” 
[he commission has met with offi- 
is of the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
the endeavor to effect an acceptable 
jation formula. 


[he Boy Scout Jamboree to be held 
; year at Valley Forge will have no 
vocation as it had last year in Cali- 
nia. The Missouri Synod and the 
tional Lutheran Council will each 
\duct separate Lutheran services at 
Valley Forge Jamboree. 


N REPORTING on the two South 
1erican Districts, Dr. Behnken stated 
t Rev. A. W. Schneider has suc- 
ded Dr. R. F. Hasse as President of 
Brazil District, and Rev. Luis Mar- 
has replaced Rev. S. H. Beckmann 
President of the Argentine District. 
Hasse is missionary at large and 
tor Beckmann Secretary of Missions 
their respective Districts. 


‘When Dr. F. Pfotenhauer visited 
ith America in 1916, there was no 
yentine District. The Brazil District 
hat time was working in the Argen- 
>, just as the two South American 
tricts now operate missions in Chile 
| Paraguay,” Dr. Behnken said. 


3ecause of the large volume of busi- 
s unfinished at this meeting and the 
wded schedule for the next meeting, 
College of Presidents will convene 
three days in May instead of two. 


[he Lutheran Laymen’s League was 
t to the presidents at a luncheon in 
tel Statler. 


\T THE NOONDAY DEVOTIONS for the 
f of the Lutheran Building and the 
lege of Presidents, February 20, 
y. Roger Sommer of Chicago, on 
alf of Synod’s Committee on Schol- 
y Research, presented to Dr. Behn- 
1 a leather-bound copy of the Arndt- 
igrich Greek-English Lexicon of the 
w Testament and Other Early Chris- 
1 Literature. 


n accepting the gift, Dr. Behnken 
1: “This is a masterly work, which 
| be recognized by scholars through- 
the world. It is noteworthy that in 
- church we have a man who was 
led upon to do work of such a na- 
e.” Dr. Behnken referred to Dr. Wil- 
n F. Arndt, who died suddenly five 
‘s after this tribute. 

‘In South America,” Dr. Behnken 
led, “Dr. P. W. Schelp of our Sem- 
ry in Porto Alegre worked for more 
n a year on the Portuguese revision 
the Bible.” 
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Do 


Lenten services 


grip us? 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


These lines come to you from under the beautiful Southern 
Cross, the four bright stars in the Southern Hemisphere. Not far 
from where I am writing is the impressive statue “The Christ of 
the Andes.” Both the stars and the statue should serve as strong 
reminders of the cross which more than 1,900 years ago stood on 
Calvary’s crest. In South America, however, the Savior’s cross 
does not affect people generally. Here is much spiritual ignorance 
and indifference. 

What about us? We are in the Lenten season. The Church 
of Rome again announces its regulations concerning fasting, sacri- 
ficing, and other outward disciplines. 

Unfortunately most Protestant churches do not stress the im- 
portance of observing the Lenten season. Our Lutheran churches 
emphasize the history of Christ’s suffering and death and apply 
these momentous truths to our faith and life. 

We have had Lenten services for many years. What have they 
accomplished? Do they grip us? Do they strengthen our faith? 
Do they cause us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18)? Do they purify us 
unto God a peculiar people zealous of good works (Titus 2:14)? 
Weighty, soul-searching questions! 

Undoubtedly hundreds of thousands throughout the length 
and breadth of Synod have benefited immeasurably from their 
observance of Lent. Others should have derived greater blessings. 
To still others one season of Lent after another came and went, 
and it meant little or nothing to them. To which class do you 
and I belong? 

God grants us the preaching of Christ’s Passion, the great 
vicarious atonement, for the specific purpose of drawing us closer 
to our Savior. To the Ephesians St. Paul wrote: “Till we all come 
in the unity of faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ” (Eph. 4:13). 

Our heavenly Father does not want us to remain babes or 
little children in spiritual matters. Of these the apostle says that 
they are “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine” (Eph. 4:14). 

What an earnest statement for our day and time! God wants 
us to grow up spiritually. St. Paul urges that we “may grow up 
into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ” (Eph. 
4:15). 

Are we growing up — in knowledge, in loyalty, in good works, 
in giving, in service to God and our fellow men? God bless our 
Lenten season to that end! 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 49:7,15: “None of them can by 
any means redeem his brother, nor give to 
God a ransom for him... . But God will 
redeem my soul from the power of the 
grave, for He shall receive me.” 


Only One Redeemer 


We have entered the season of Lent. 
During these hallowed weeks our gaze 
is fixed, with particular intensity, upon 
the cross—the cross that spells re- 
demption for all the sons of men. .Re- 
demption is the Lenten theme. 

There are two parties to the redemp- 
tive process —the redeemer and the 
redeemed. Who is the redeemer? The 
psalmist in our text makes it clear who 
the redeemer cannot be. “None... can 
by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him.” The 
reason is perfectly clear. Each of us 
stands in the same condemnation as our 
fellow man. None of us can stand be- 
fore God in our own righteousness, 
much less offer to God a ransom for 
our brother’s soul. 

And a ransom there must be. The 
price of redemption must be paid. The 
alternative is to remain in the bondage 
of sin, held hostage by the devil, sub- 
ject to eternal death. 

God’s justice demands that a ransom 
be paid. He cannot simply overlook 
sin. His will dare not be defied. Yet 
man cannot pay the ransom — either 
for himself or for his brother. An- 
other redeemer must be found. The 
ransom must come from another source. 

There is only one redeemer. The re- 
’ deemer is God Himself — God in the 
person of His Son. The psalmist exults: 
“But God will redeem my soul from 
the power of the grave.” 

This redemption—conceived by God, 
wrought by God, accepted by God — 
is the theme of Lent. A plan of salva- 
tion so transcendent, so unique, is of 
itself prime evidence of the truth of 
the Christian Gospel. This could have 
been devised by no human mind: “Of- 
fered was He for greatest and for least; 
Himself the Victim and Himself the 
Priests: 

“He shall receive me,” the psalmist 
concludes. This is the Lenten promise 
to every believing soul. This is the 
Lenten mercy to every penitent heart. 


THOMAS COATES 
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“WHOSOEVER SHALL CONFESS ME BEFORE MEN” 


What difference does it make whether 
we dress up and go to church or 
whether we turn on the radio or tele- 
vision set at home for a service on 
the air? 

One is public, the other is private 
worship. Christians worship both ways. 
They worship in the privacy of their 
homes, alone and with the family. 

In public worship, that is, in church 
services, we identify ourselves as fellow 
members in the body of Christ. In the 
public service God’s forgiving love is 
proclaimed to a group of Christians as- 
sembled together. As a group they 
worship the Triune God in prayer and 
song and with their material gifts. 


The Confiteor 


In our Lutheran service, Christians 
as a group confess their sins to the 
Lord. This is done at the very beginning 
in the so-called Confiteor. “We poor 
sinners confess,” Christians say to God, 
“that we are by nature sinful and un- 
clean, and that we have sinned against 
Thee by thought, word, and deed.” 


To this confession the minister re- 
plies: “Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father, hath had mercy upon us and 
hath given His only Son to die for us 
and for His sake forgiveth us all our 
sins.” 


In the Confiteor, therefore, Christians 
take note especially of what Christ has 
done for them when they say: “O most 
merciful God, who hast given Thine 
only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant 
us remission of all our sins.” 


The Sign of the Cross 


Christ’s saviorship is symbolized by 
the sign of the cross, which the minister 
may make at the Invocation (“In the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost’) and at the close of 
the Nicene Creed. In some congrega- 
tions the sign of the cross is made also 
at the Benediction and at Holy Com- 
munion. 

The early Christians used the sign 
of the cross as a confession and con- 
secration. Later its use became exces- 
sive and superstitious; people were 
continually using the sign to ward off 
evil. Luther did not wish to abolish 
the sign altogether, but kept it as a con- 
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Lord’s Supper, we testify that Chris 


fessional custom. As such it is used © 
the Lutheran Service today. 


After the Confiteor the Luthera 
Service leads us into the true confessi 
of Christ in the Gloria in Excell 
wherein we hail Jesus as “the Lamb « 
God that taketh away the sin of th 
world.” } 

The Creeds : 

The Order of Service also includ 
the recitation of the Apostles’ Cree 
(at services without Communion) an 
of the Nicene Creed (at services wit 
Communion). Creeds are confession: 
The Nicene Creed was prepared by 
church council that met in Nicea in th 
year 325 to reaffirm Christ’s divine sut 
stance over against certain false beliet 
that had infiltrated into the church. — 


Nobly the Nicene Creed declare 
Christ to be “God of God, Light 
Light, Very God of Very God, Begot 
ten, not made, Being of one substane 
with the Father, By whom all thing 
were made; Who for us men and f 
our salvation came down from heaven 


Both creeds. state the root beliefs 
Christianity. Coming just before th 
sermon, they remind pastor and peop 
that Christ and none other is to 
preached. The congregation stands du 
ing the creed in token of its readines 
to defend the same. 


The Holy Communion 


Holy Communion is a strong confes 
sion of Christ. As we partake of 


is our personal Savior. Lutheran hymn 
are no less confessional, for in them w 
affirm our total dependence on Chris 


Because the Lutheran Service pro 
vides a true confession, we need nc 
hesitate to invite unchurched friend 
and neighbors to our services. We 2 
support the work of missions in orde 
to amplify our confession of Chri 
throughout the world. 


Let us maintain the Service as a trus 
worthy guide to the worship of Go 
wherein we receive the assurance ¢ 
His grace, return thanks for the sam 
learn of Christ to be like Him, join ot 
hearts inthe one true faith, and confes 
Christ as the Redeemer of the worl 


@ Open Communion — Scriptural? 


® “Christian” degrees — objectionable? 


® Joint prayer — sinful? 


@ Support of Synod — necessary? 


Whe tz NNSWER? 


estion: Does not the presence of 
las Iscariot at the institution of 
- Lord’s Supper constitute an ar- 
ment for open and against close 
mmunion? 


Answer: It is not at all certain that 
las Iscariot received the Holy Sacra- 
nt of our Lord. John 13:21-30 re- 
Is that Judas was present when Jesus 
shed the disciples’ feet, prior to the 
titution of the Holy Supper, but the 
ngelist does not state precisely 
ether his departure (verse 30) took 
ce before or after the institution of 
Sacrament. The accounts of Mat- 
w and Mark also give the impression 
t the reception of the sop and Judas’ 
yarture preceded the Holy Supper. 
Luke, however, makes it appear that 
las was still there (ch. 22:21-23). 
he did receive the Sacrament, we 
st remember that he had not yet 
nmitted the foul deed and that he 
and drank damnation to himself. 
| all that does not argue for open 
mmunion. For would you, if you 
re a pastor, give the Lord’s Supper 
one who openly declares that he is 
ut to commit a heinous crime? Acts 
28 and 1 Cor. 11:28, 29 would for- 
that. 


estion: Why does our church op- 
;e Freemasonry even in its Chris- 
1 degrees? Can we deny that in 
tain orders the Trinity is taught 
1 Christian prayers are used? 


4nswer: Before a Freemason reaches 
so-called “Christian” degrees of that 
er, he must become a partaker of 
unchristian and antiscriptural prac- 
's of the Blue Lodge (degrees 1—3) 
ich we mentioned in this column 
1e months ago (June 19, 1956). Of 
se sins he remains guilty so long as 
retains his membership, the several 
iristian” degrees notwithstanding. 
ainst the background of Freema- 
ry as such we also have grave 
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reasons to doubt the quality of the 
Christianity practiced in these special 
degrees. Obviously it is possible that 
the term “Trinity” is used and that 
Christian prayers are offered, but com- 
ing out of such an environment, would 
this worship be a sweet-smelling savor 
to the God who has told His children 
that He will not give His glory to 
another (Is. 42:8)? At best, Jesus 
would be portrayed as a great teacher 
and noble exemplar, not as the Savior 
from sin, through faith in whom alone 
we have pardon and everlasting life. 
If the latter were taught, there would 
exist a flat contradiction between these 
degrees and the first three, by which 
a candidate becomes a_ full-fledged 
Freemason; or else these “Christian” 
degrees were intended only as sops to 
pacify the followers of Jesus Christ, 
who feel uncomfortable over the un- 
christian principles which they endorse 
by their membership. 

These observations are confirmed by 
such Scripture texts as Ps. 50:16, 17; 
1 Kings 18:21; Matt. 7:21-23; Rom. 
os/(=20: 2.Cor,. 6°17, 18. 


Question: Why does our church feel 
that we should not pray in a group 
in which not everyone is a Lutheran? 


Answer: There are several answers to 
your question. If, for example, the 
prayer is addressed to someone other 
than the Triune God, as is done in some 
lodges and non-Christian churches, it 
is evident that a child of God dare not 
participate. He would thereby be 
joining in an idolatrous prayer and be 
violating the First Commandment. 

Yet, even though all members in a 


group confess faith in the Triune God, - 


but differ in their teachings and belief, 
joint prayer would be sinful when the 
impression is given that differences 
of doctrine and belief do not matter. 
Nowhere does the Bible condone such 
action. On the contrary, it exhorts us 


strongly to proclaim and uphold the 
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true doctrine of God, as in John 8:31, 
3232 Whessa2 7 lose2) Lime 10304 32=5: 
and Titus 1:9. Secondly, it also exhorts 
us strongly to avoid false doctrine, as 
in Mattave i5:) Rom: 16:17-20: 2) Cor. 


13:8: Gale; 9: 
2 Tim. 2:19-21. 

When we refuse to join in prayer 
with those of other faiths, we are not 
passing judgment upon such people, but 
upon the false doctrine for which they 
stand. Doctrinal indifference is always 
a serious menace to the true health and 
growth of Christ’s church. 


1 Tim. 6:3-5; and 


Question: What would you reply to 
this statement: “We have to look out 
for ourselves first; otherwise there 
will be no congregations and no need 
for pastors”? 


Answer: We assume that you are re- 
ferring to our church’s program, which 
all congregations of Synod are asked 
to support. 

In the first place, it is the obligation 
of every Christian and every Christian 
congregation to help spread the Gospel 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, 16; John 
15:16). 

Secondly, fairness demands that if 
a congregation does not support Synod’s 
program, it ought not to accept favors 
from Synod. It ought to train its own 
pastors and teachers, it ought to send 
some of its own members into the mis- 
sion fields, it ought to print its own 
hymnal, catechism, and other religious 
books and literature. Nor should such 
a congregation apply to Synod for 
loans from the Church Extension Fund 
in order to secure low interest pay- 
ments. Of course, Synod will not re- 
fuse these services to a congregation, 
but self-centered neglect of duty is not 
thereby excused. St. Paul’s remarks in 
2 Cor. 8:13, 14 may be applied also to 
this matter. All churches of Synod are 
in this work together. Let all assume 
their fair share. O. E. SOHN 
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Table 


of | 
Duties | 


Of Marriage 


“Jesus was called... 
JOHN 2:2 


There is an old saying: “Two is 
company; three is a crowd.” In mar- 
riage this is not so. Too many have 
made the sad mistake of thinking that 
two, not three, make a happy marriage. 
For a happy marriage, Jesus, the in- 
visible third party, must be an intimate 
part of the union. 

The young couple in Cana who in- 
vited Jesus to their wedding did not 


feel that He would rob them of 
their joy. 
He didn’t. On the contrary, He in- 


creased their joy and became their 
Helper when an unexpected need arose. 


Since every marriage brings problems 
which human ability cannot solve, it is 
the highest wisdom for every bride and 
groom to invite Jesus to their marriage. 


Inviting Jesus to the marriage means 
giving Him a proper place in the wed- 
ding ceremony. Jesus will be given rec- 
ognition by the reading of His Word 
and by prayer. At the festivities His 
presence will be recognized by proper 
Christian conduct. 


Inviting Jesus to the marriage means 
accepting Him as Savior. He says, 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 
if any man hear My voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him and 
will sup with him, and he with Me” 
‘(Rev. 3:20). His voice is the voice of 
the Good Shepherd who gave His life 
for the sheep. Inviting Jesus means 
taking Him into your heart, letting Him 
be your Savior. Only Christians can 
sincerely invite Jesus to their marriage. 


Inviting Jesus to the marriage also 
means living according to His will. 
Where Christ is sincerely invited there 
are no quarrels as to who is the head, 
for “Christ is the Head of this house, 
the Unseen Guest at every meal, the 
Silent Listener to every conversation.” 

“Jesus was called . . . to the mar- 
riage.” And He blessed them and their 
home. 

Invite Him and let Him do the same 
for you. ARTHUR E. GRAF 
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to the marriage.” 


Synod’s District 
Presidents 


DURING THE CURRENT YEAR the 34 
Districts of Synod are meeting in con- 
vention. Each convention lasts four or 
five days. Pastors, teachers, and lay 
delegates attending the sessions im- 
mediately become aware of the fact 
that the chairman of the deliberative 
body is the District President; he is 
relieved occasionally by one of the 
District Vice-Presidents. 

The President is responsible for the 
many details connected with the con- 
vention. He prepares the calendar, 
selects the personnel of the committees, 
appoints the chaplains, assigns the doc- 
trinal papers to be delivered, and super- 
vises the preparation of the convention 
manual. All these preliminaries of a 
District convention require many hours 
of time and involve considerable con- 
sultation and correspondence. 

As the presiding officer he must be 
conversant with parliamentary proce- 
dure and exercise evangelical but firm 
control in order that the business of the 
convention may be dispatched without 
waste of time. We know at least one 
president who found it difficult to sleep 
during the convention week because of 
the strain and tension connected with 
the sessions of a large District. 

But presiding at a District meeting 
is by no means the only and chief 
function of a District President. His 
is a year-round job, and his duties are 
manifold. The synodical Handbook 
states that the District President repre- 
sents Synod in his respective territory; 
that he shall supervise the doctrine, the 
life, and the official administration on 
the part of the pastors and the teachers 
of his District and inquire into the pre- 
vailing religious conditions of the con- 
gregations of his District. 

Furthermore, it is incumbent upon 
him to attend the regional conferences 
of pastors and teachers held in the Dis- 
trict, and he is to advise the congrega- 
tions as to the calling of pastors and 
teachers. The District President keeps 
an-accurate roster of the pastors and 
teachers in his District; he is always 
available to individuals and groups for 
counsel and guidance; he carries on an 
extensive correspondence; preaches on 
special occasions, such as anniversaries, 
dedications, installations, funerals of 
clergy; issues messages to the congrega- 
tions by letter or through the District 
Supplement. The President attends the 
meetings of various District boards and 
committees, and when a controversy 
arises in a congregation, he may be 
called upon to conduct an investigation. 
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In addition to all these duties, th 
District President is the pastor of h 
(usually large) congregation. At pre 
ent there is no full-time District Pres 
dent. He holds an elective office an 
receives no salary. Most Districts fur 
nish the President with the necessar 
secretarial help; some Districts provid 
him with a vicar or assistant and gra 
him a modest honorarium. 

District Presidents hold a responsiblk 
office in our Synod. The church do 
well to hold these faithful servants i 
high esteem for their work’s sake. 


WALTER F. LICHTSINN 
Chairman, College of President; 


SSS 


Three words which begin with Ss 
three words which give the essence 
of Christianity, three words which 
reveal the meaning of Good Friday — 
Savior, Substitute, Sin-Bearer. 

We confess that Jesus is our Savior, 
that His name means Savior, that He 7 
the world’s Savior. 

But what makes Him our Savior? 
Was it because He wanted to teach us 
how to live? No. Was it because He 
showed love toward His enemies an 
thus gave us an example to follow? No, 
Was it because He was willing to give 
His life for a cause and thus encourage 
us to give our lives in sincere devotio 
to a cause? No. 

It is true that Jesus did show us how 
to live, how to love our enemies, 7 
how to devote ourselves to a goo 
cause. All this makes Him only a great 
man but not our Savior. 

What makes Jesus our Savior, and 
only this, is that He is our and the 
world’s one and only Sin-Bearer and 
Substitute. John the Baptist calls Jes 
“the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” In the Old Testa- 
ment, Isaiah unfolds the Substitution 
idea by telling the world that Jesus was 
“wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chas 
tisement of our peace was upon Hi 
and with His stripes we are healed. . . 
And the Lord hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.” 

Do we hear this message in the ser- 
mon? Shall our pastors Sunday after 
Sunday proclaim to our people the good 
news that Jesus Christ by His death or 
the cross as the world’s Sin-Bearer an 
Substitute gained forgiveness of sins 
life, and heaven for all mankind? Sha 
our teachers in the Sunday school te 
the blood-bought souls the Gospel 0 
full and complete forgiveness only an 
alone in Jesus, the world’s, their, 
Bearer, Substitute, and Savior? 


Columbia, Mo. F. L. NEEBE 


THE LUTHERAN 


.N ASTUTE OBSERVER of the synod- 


scene recently remarked: “There 
two live-wire areas of concern in 
od today: youth-and old age.” 

. growing youth population within 
od, the need for greater recognition 
jouth in congregational and synod- 
life, and the impact of the Amer- 
_ social order on the church’s youth 
a few of the issues which this Board 
t meet prayerfully and thoughtfully. 
yr. Clarence H. Peters is chairman 
he BYPW, elected by Synod. Other 
nbers are: Prof. George W. Hoyer, 
_ouis Seminary; secretary, Teacher 
ner C. Gruber, St. Louis; Teacher 
no N. Fischer, Boone, Iowa; and 
cher E. W. Schroeter, Buffalo. 
stablished to promote and guide 
k among Synod’s young people, the 
rd urges congregations to foster 
ng people’s societies and to have 
n affiliate with the Walther League. 
urally the Board is always on the 
t to encourage both Synod and its 
ricts to undertake projects which 
help the cause of youth work. The 
rd recommends that congregations 
1sor an annual confirmation roll call 
rededication service. 

t the St. Paul Convention the Board 
given the added responsibility of 
srvising Boy Scout work throughout 
od. Additional secular youth organ- 
ions which fall within the Board’s 
onsibility are such groups as 4-H 
Future Farmers of America. 
ting upon synodical resolutions, 
Board, together with the Walther 
gue, in recent years has expanded 
youth leadership training program. 
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Since 1948 the Board has subsidized 
Youth Workers Conferences (primarily 
for adult youth leadership); since 1944, 
Lutheran Service Volunteer Schools 
(for young people); and Youth Cara- 
vans, started last summer, to alert con- 
gregations and societies to the impor- 
tance of youth work. 


Working Together 


Much, if not all, of this youth work 
the Board would be unable to do with- 
out the active co-operation of the Wal- 
ther League. The League in turn needs 
the help of the Board to develop an 
adequate youth leadership training pro- 
gram. 

At all times there is a close working 
arrangement between the Board and 
the League’s Executive Board. The 
chairman of the BYPW or his repre- 
sentative attends every League Board 
meeting. Similarly the League’s execu- 
tive director, Rev. Elmer N. Witt, meets 
with the BYPW. In both instances 
these officers, by resolution of Synod 
and the League, have voting privileges. 

Synod’s BYPW operates in close co- 
Operation with the young people’s com- 
mittees of the synodical Districts. If 
a District has a Parish Education Board 
rather than a young people’s committee, 
a subcommittee or an individual on 
that Board may be in charge of youth 
work in the District. 


Lutheran Youth Conference 


This January, representatives of the 
youth committees of the 32 synodical 
Districts attended a two-day meeting in 
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Members of the annual Lutheran Youth Conference which 
met January 22 and 23 in the Lutheran Building, St. Louis. 


Synod Helps Youth 


The Board for Young People’s Work (I. to r.): 
E. W. Schroeter, John Fischer, George Hoyer, 
Elmer N. Witt, Clarence Peters. 
cause of illness: Homer Gruber. 


Absent be- 


St. Louis. The annual Lutheran Youth 
Conference devotes itself to the discus- 
sion of the many youth problems facing 
Synod and its congregations. 

Such topics as “Reaching More 
Youth,” “A Manual for Congregational 
Youth Committees,” “District Youth 
Workers Institutes,’ “Use of Audio- 
Visual Aids in the Youth Program,” 
indicate the lively concern for the cause 
of youth work. First Vice-President 
Arnold H. Grumm addressed the group 
on “The Pastor and the Youth Pro- 
gram.” 

Members of the BYPW receive no 
salary for their work. To help the 
cause of youth leadership training, 
Synod annually allots certain sums of 
money. The synodical grant for youth 
work in this fiscal year is $70,000. 
This sum covers the costs of 56 Lu- 
theran Service Volunteer Schools, four 
or five advanced LSV schools, three 
Youth Workers Conferences, 15 or 20 
Youth Caravan teams, plus the costs 
of seminars, leadership institutes, and 
workshops at our seminaries and teach- 
ers colleges. 

In spending this money the Board is 
keenly aware that it must make this 
comparatively small sum stretch over 
a wide area of activity in a Synod of 


.more than 200,000 young people, for 


whose Christian nurture the Board is 
responsible. 

Within the next decade Synod’s youth 
population will double. The BYPW 
and the Walther League are planning 
and working now to give the next gen- 
eration an effective youth program. 

A. P. Ky 


19 


Lutheran Witness 


1882 —1957 


TRIBUTES AND TROUBLES 


When Dr. C. F. W. Walther saw a 
good thing, he did not remain silent. 
Writing editorially about the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS in the Lutheraner, he stated: 
“We can hardly describe how agreeably 
we have been surprised by the appear- 
ance of this paper. .. . Our dear Frank 
is evidently the right man to carry the 
flag of the Reformation to the front... . 
While our Frank exhibited some of 
Melanchthon’s mildness, nevertheless 
all who know him are aware that be- 
hind this mildness there was concealed 
a Lutheranism as hard as steel, which 
will not give up one iota of the truth, 
whether to friend or foe. . 

“Up, then, dear brethren who under- 
stand English, and hasten to subscribe 
to this beautiful paper, for you will 
receive more than the amount of your 
subscription. To let this paper greet us 
Lutherans in vain would indeed be 
a great shame for us.” 

Walther was not the only Missouri 
leader who wholeheartedly supported 
the WiTNEss. Synod’s President H. C. 
Schwan also “drummed up” subscrip- 
tions. Frank wrote: “The venerable 
President . . . advocated our good cause 
on the floor of every District Synod... 
with such good will and success that 
when we sent out the third number of 
Volume One, we had almost 17,000 
subscribers on our list... .” 

In the absence of mechanical means 
for addressing 17,000 or more wrap- 
pers, many busy hands had to be 
drafted in order to. get the WITNEsS 
into the mail every two weeks. This 
service was usually performed by the 
young people of the Zanesville congre- 
gation. 

Among those who also assisted were: 
Mrs. William Blankenbuehler, then 
known as Susie Rauh, the mother of 
the present editor; her sister Sophie; 
Mrs. Gust Stern; the Bonnet sisters; 
Tabea and Sarah Frank, daughters of 
the editor. 

In a letter to the WITNESs, Mrs. Lena 
Schreiber Jacobs writes that besides her- 
self and Mrs. Mary Mautz Wall (pic- 
ture in the February 12 WITNEss) three 
others who helped Pastor Frank are 
still members of the Zanesville church: 
Mrs. Jeanette Bauer Frick, Miss Dora 
Schmidt, and Emanuel Kirchner. 
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To save expense, Frank made his 
own paste for wrapping out of flour. 
He was very careful to have the address 
placed in the center of the wrapper. 
“One could often see him,” reported 
one of the girls, “almost racing down 
to the printing office to read proof for 
the paper. This work often tired him 
very much; yet after he and the girls 
had worked all evening from 7 to 11 
o’clock, he would not let them go home 
alone, but would make the rounds with 
all of them.” 

A relatively unknown but interesting 
story is that of Philip Berkhalter, an- 
other worker in the mailing department 
of the infant church paper. 


One account states that Mr. Berk- 
halter, a Lutheran of the Negro race, 
was a servant of the Odendahl family 
in New Orleans. Mr. Odendahl liberally 


The first WITNESS was edited in this 
Zanesville, Ohio, parsonage. 


supported the Negro mission society in 
that city. He became acquainted with 
Pastor Frank during the latter’s New 
Orleans ministry. 


When Frank was pastor in Zanesville, 
Mr. Odendahl requested him to instruct 
Philip for Negro mission work. Frank 
welcomed the opportunity and privately 
prepared him for the ministry. After 
the course was completed to Frank’s 
satisfaction, Philip submitted to an ex- 
amination before the Springfield Sem- 
inary faculty “and then became an 
ordained minister,” Mrs. C. A. Frank 
stated. “He preached his first sermon 
in the Zanesville church and had a full 
house.” 

Unfortunately records at our disposal 
today are completely silent on the min- 
istry of Philip Berkhalter. 

AuaG. R. SUELFLOW 
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“What Will Ye Give Me?” 
(Matt. 26:15) 


“What. will ye give me?” 
that cry | 

Still resounds in each heart while the ag 
roll by! i 

For the price of a slave Judas bartered f 
Lord; 

But who has not sold Him for less tha 
a word? i 

Did the world with its pleasures your wed 
flesh entice, | 

Look deep in your heart and say: “ 
was your price?” 


How stran| 


“What will ye give me?” The Temp 
knows well 

That the glitter of gold has sent many 4 
hell; 


Yes, even today he is sowing the seed 
That will reap a rich harvest of mercile; 


greed. 
And the Tempter is wise, for he seeks o 
pet sin ; 
And asks not the price till he’s safe 
moved in. 


Oh, have we a right to point fingers ¢ 

scorn 
At traitorous Judas? No, first let us mour 
For the sins which have kept us from Jest 


apart, 
And plead for forgiveness and cleansing 


complete, 
There Satan flees, trembling, admitting d 
feat. 


“What will ye give me?” Dear Lord, let 1 
seek 
Thy help in temptation, for we are § 
weak! 
Like Peter, 
power, 
Like Peter, we fail Thee in life’s tryin 
hour. 
Dear Lord, may we never, though Sata 


our zeal oft surpasses ol 


entice, 
Sell out to the devil — regardless of pric 


-EsTHER A. SCHUMANN 
~ Milwaukee, Wis. 


The Bitter Herbs 


Like priests within the ancient camp, 
Each father lights the festal lamp 
For children on the Paschal night 
In worship near its hallowed light. 


He rises, too, to bless the meal, 
For here their Lord the pledge would sed 
He tells with joy each little one 
What God in ages past has done. 


They eat the lamb of perfect price, 
The symbol of Thy sacrifice, . 

And with the bitter herbs for all 
Thy people’s pain-filled days recall. 


Thy Father, for our sin and stain, 
Has sent Thee bitter herbs of pain. 
Now with Thy wormwood every loss 
Is sweetened at Thy holy Cross! 


Then take in faith, O heart of min C, 
These bitter herbs of His design! _ 
His hand our pain with mercy blends, 
And soon each sigh in glory ends. 
WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 
Arlington Heights, Ill. 


THE LUTHERAN \ 


@ the Truth. A Summary of Chris- 


AepePike; 
192 pages. 


ian Ethics. By James 
Doubleday, New York. 
b2.95. 


is unit in the Christian Faith Series 
ies a quick survey of Christian ethics. 
premises on freedom and responsi- 
are difficult; the accent on Christian 
ion is good. In making gratitude the 
setween the redeeming work of God 
rist and the behavior of the Christian 
rer, Dean Pike follows the Reformed 
ion. Interesting chapters on phases 
ases of Christian behavior apply the 
test good possible” formula. Exten- 
shapters on life in the family, com- 
ty, and business reflect an experienced 
ral wisdom. R. R. CAEMMERER 


1d This Night. By Rachel Borne. 
cae Grand Rapids. 215 pages. 
2503 


nnea wants to live her Christian 
, and it gets her into situations where 
ourageously has to state her position 
‘jan. Brian, a literary man, doesn’t 
re that we human beings are entirely 
ident on God and Christ. Before this 
ends, he has learned to know better, 
-ynnea, by her constant example and 
1ony and, more important, by re- 
d private prayers to God for him, 
1ad the human part in his change. 


G. L. WIND 


2, Pastor, and Patient. 
Westberg. Augustana Press, Rock 
sland, Ill. 96 pages. $1.00. 


ter serving at the Augustana Hospital 
licago for eight years, the author be- 
chaplain of the University of Chi- 
Clinics and associate professor of 
ral care. 


3 book, primarily for nurses, points 
e soul needs of the sick in body and 
they can be supplied by means of 
apathetic approach. Pastors will find 
short volume helpful in evaluating 
ministry to the hospital patient. 


By Granger 


Christian Symbols. By Friedrich Rest, 
with 97 illustrations by Harold Min- 
‘on and 17 from photographs. The 
Christian Education Press, Philadel- 
ohia, Pa. 86 pages. Cloth. $2.50. 


this small but handsomely designed 
srinted book a young minister of the 
gelical and Reformed Church fur- 
s succinct descriptions of the mean- 
of the commoner Christian symbols 
11 as of various ornaments and prac- 
of the church. While it draws heav- 
n Lutheran and Anglican materials 
efers frequently to the liturgical prac- 
of these two denominations and of 
toman Catholic Church, Our Chris- 
Symbols will be of primary interest 
hristians of the less liturgical tradi- 

The appearance of this book is 
ional evidence of the revival of in- 
_ in worship that marks American 
stantism in our generation. The 
yr even goes so far as to endorse the 
f crucifixes on the altars of Protestant 
hes. While the symbolic meanings 
1 he gives are generally sound, some 
anciful, as when he would make the 
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empty cross symbolize “finished redemp- 
tion,” or the recessional march symbolize 
“Christians going back into the world to 
pour the inspiration and information 
gained into the life of faith and the con- 
quest of evil,” or the bands worn by 
clergymen to signify the Tables of the 
Law and the two Testaments of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and when he reads significance 
even into the arches above the doors and 
windows of the church building. His de- 
nial of individuality to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and his descrip- 
tion of the Three Persons as “phases of 
the Godhead” or “representations, pictures, 
or roles of God in action” are theologi- 
cally unsound. Mr. Minton’s illustrations 
are a strongly representational kind of art; 
they are available separately in a four- 
color filmstrip from the Bureau of Audio- 
Visual Aids, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, 
Pa. ARTHUR CARL PIEPKORN 


Seriously, Now. By A. Reuben Gornitzka. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 81 pages. Paper. $1.50. 


God Incognito. By Roy A. Harrisville. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 79 pages. Paper. $1.50. 


Two handsome little volumes of sermons 
for Lent provide considerable contrast in 
treatment. Pastor Harrisville meditates on 
the fact that in the Passion Jesus Christ 
was Master and Planner rather than Vic- 
tim —in Him we have a glimpse of the 
mighty purpose of God. Pastor Gornitzka 
publishes 15 brief messages climaxing with 
Easter, with explicit applications to the 
reader. These volumes serve well for per- 
sonal Lenten meditation. 


R. R. CAEMMERER 


Look to the Light. Verse by Ernestine 
Hoff Emrick. Pictures by Ernest G. 


Hoff. Brethren Publishing House, 
Elgin, Ill. 96 pages. $2.50. 
Mrs. Emrick has developed an ability 


to find inspiration in the commonplace. 
A road, a tunnel, a bridge, a wilderness, 
an uprooted tree, rainfall, a church spire, 
wagon wheels — become idealized in the 
hands of this true poet. In poetic language 
and through imaginative representation 
she gives expression to the beautiful which 
she sees in common objects and directs 
her readers’ thoughts to the timeless values. 
Each of the 94 poems is illustrated by.an 
artistic photograph. 


Pulpit Under the Sky. A Life of Hans 
Nielsen Hauge. By Joseph M. Shaw. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., xiv and 250 pages. 
$3.50. 

Hauge (1771—1824) was a layman who 
became a revivalist leader of Norway, 
carrying on his greatest activity between 
1799 and 1804. He was a_ popular 
preacher, a widely read religious writer, a 
counselor, businessman, and farmer. He 
did not want to found a sect; he wished 
to remain true to the Augsburg Confession. 

Doctrinally he stressed sanctification, 
“the living faith.” He demanded a con- 
version experience. He lacked clarity in 
his teachings of justification by faith alone 
and of the Lord’s Supper. There were 
other aberrations in Haugeanism. 


This warmly sympathetic, well-written 
biography will interest discriminating read- 
ers, Car S. MEYER 
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See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


ConrRAD F. GLock, Nov. 7, 1896, Clare- 
mont, Minn., to Nov. 9, 1956, Bonduel, 
Wis.; son of Henry and Clara Schaaf 
Glock; graduated Springfield Seminary, 
1923; parishes: Federal Dam, Remer, 
Goodridge and Bellingham, Minn. Sur- 
vivors: Hilda Brodhagen Glock; sons 
Charles, Ronald; daughters Lois, Iola, 
Janet. Funeral: Nov. 13, Bonduel. 


Victor L. O. BruEGGE, April 26, 1895, 
Manilla, Iowa, to Nov. 22, 1956, Mem- 
phis, Tenn.; son of Rev. Martin and Marie 
Walkemeyer Brueggemann; graduated St. 


Louis Seminary, 1920; parishes: Clarks- 
ville, Tex.; Gordonville, Mo.; Memphis, 
Tenn. (1927—56). Survivors: Mynette 
Keller Bruegge; sons Vernon, Warren; 


daughters Mrs. Sam Watson, Ellen Jeanne. 
Funeral: Nov. 24, Memphis; interment, 
Memorial Park. 


GOTTLIEB HERMAN KITZMANN, Nov. 16, 
1887, Ukraine, Russia, to Dec. 24, 1946, 
Waubay, S. Dak.; son of Ludwig and Su- 
sanna Knecht Kitzmann; graduated Spring- 
field Seminary, 1919; parishes: Silver 
Creek and Symco, Wis.; Wecota and Wau- 
bay, S. Dak. Survivors: Hannah Putzig 
Kitzmann; sons Erich, Victor; daughters 
Mrs. Herman Kautz, Mrs. Robert Pome- 
renka, Mrs. Raymond Schmidt. Funeral: 
Dec. 27, Waubay; interment, Neenah, Wis. 


HERMAN G. AtTrops, April 14, 1886, 
Plato, Minn., to Jan. 3, 1957, South San 
Gabriel, Calif.; son of Herman and 
Margaret Ruschmeier Atrops; graduated 
Springfield Seminary, 1908; parishes: 
Olympia, Wash.; White, S. Dak.; Braham 
and Smiths Mill, Minn.; San Benito, Tex.; 
Chicago Park and Susanville, Calif. Sur- 
vivors: Pauline Melcher Atrops; son Rev. 
Elmer; daughters Ramona Hougland, Ger- 
trude Bloor, Erline Shubin, Lois Lobeda, 
Juliana Kipp. Funeral: Jan. 7, Alhambra, 
Calif.; interment, Rose Hills Park. 


REINHOLD W. PETROWSKY, Feb. 18, 1883, 
Detroit, Mich., to Jan. 9, 1957, Bay City, 
Mich.; son of Henry and Albertine Klopp 
Petrowsky; graduated Addison Teachers 
College, 1902; schools: Fall Creek, Wis.; 
Detroit, Mich.; Berlin, Wis.; Decatur, Ill. 
(1919—47); Saginaw, Mich. Survivors: 
Anna Bortz Petrowsky; sons Arthur, Ber- 
thold, Constant; daughter Eleanore Senne. 


Funeral: Jan. 12, Bay City. 
HenrY H. DECKER, Sept. 21, 1872, La 
Porte, Ind., to Feb. 4, 1957, Lafayette, 


Ind.; son of Henry Frederick and Kath- 
arine Oberhespe Decker; graduated Addi- 
son Teachers College, 1895; schools: 


Akron, Ohio; Lafayette (1909—46). Sur- 
vivors: Anna Linsemann Decker: sons 
Paul, Herbert, Theodore. Funeral: Feb. 6, 


Lafayette; interment, Greenbush Cemetery. 


WAYNE F. ZAHNow, July 25, 1905, Alta- 
mont, Ill., to Feb. 14, 1957, San Francisco, 
Calif.; son of Otto and Martha Klizing 
Zahnow; graduated River Forest Teachers 
College, 1928; schools: Lemay, Mo. 
(1928—47); Pomona, Calif., San Fran- 
cisco. Survivors: Ruth Falke Zahnow; 
sons Edward, Eugene. Funeral: Feb. 18, 
San Francisco. 
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Announeemort 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Cardaro, Robert, Christ, Hillsboro, 
C. A. Gaertner, Jan. 20. 
Krentz, Edgar M., as assistant pastor at Our 
Redeemer, Overland, Mo., by F. W. Ritt- 
hamel, Jan. 20. 


Tex., by 


PASTORS 
Commissioned: 


Griesse, Robert, in Spotswood Lutheran 
Church, Spotswood, N. J., as missionary of 
the Atlantic District to serve in Spotswood, 
N.J., by Louis H. J. Henze, Jan. 27. 

Lossner, Walter, in St. Stephen, Fullerton, 
Calif., as missionary at large of Southern 
California, by William L. Duerr, Jan. 20. 


Installed: © 


Bauermeister, John F., First Lutheran, Green- 
ville; also missions at Quincy and Portola, 
Calif., by G. C. Schroeder, Oct. 28, 1956. 

Baumgaertner, George, St.Paul, Doniphan, 
Nebr., as institutional missionary at Grand 
Island, Nebr., by O. A. Graebner, Jan. 27. 

Becker, Alvin, Immanuel, Amherst; Grace, 
Sumner, Nebr., by E. O. Potratz, Jan. 20. 

Bickel, Eldor F., Our Savior, Lansing, Mich., 
by Fred Bickel, Jan. 20. 

Brumme, Carl A., St. Paul, Massena, N. Y., by 
Theodore Kohlmeier, Jan. 27. 
Bussert, Paul E., St. Paul, Alden, 

Gilbert F. Meseke, Jan. 27. 

Ellermann, John: E., Good Shepherd, Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla., by Pres. Paul W. Streu- 
fert, Jan. 27. 

Felton, Charles W., Concordia, Oak Grove, 
Oreg., by Richard O. Reinisch, Sept. 16, 
1956. 

Frey, Bertwin L., Messiah, Fairview Park, 
Ohio, by W. W. Walker, Jan. 27. 

Gerike, William, Immanuel, Wentzville, Mo., 
by Sylvester von Toerne, Feb. 3. 


Iowa, by 


Kieninger, E. C., Grace, Akron, Ohio, by 
Pres. H. G. Kleiner, Jan. 20. 
Koch, Marvin, Immanuel, Copperas Cove, 


Tex., by D. D. Dautenhahn, Feb. 3. 

Krohn, Henry F., St. John, Brule, Nebr., by 
H. L. W. Schuetz, Feb. 3. 

Milke, Oscar, Trinity, Roxbury, 
Howard J. Lincks, Jan. 27. 

Niermeier, Wilbur T., Zion, 
by R. F. H. Pralle, Jan. 20. 

Pape, Martin E., St. Luke, Winamac; St. Paul, 
Denham, Ind., by Karl Schroeder, Jan. 20. 

Sander, A. Robert, Trinity, Maysville, Ky., by 
Robert Wind, Jan. 20. 

Schmidt, Daryl, Faith, Woodland Park; Rock 
of Ages, West Colorado Springs, Colo., by 
Pres. H. H. Hellbusch, Dec. 16, 1956. 


Mass., by 


Chanute, Kans., 


Schoenheider, Robert G., Immanuel, Char- 
lottesville, Va., by Karl H. Maier. 
Seyfert, Herman T., St. Peter, Humboldt, 


Kans., by T. H. Offerman, Jan. 27. 

Skibbe, Cecil H., St. John, Indianapolis, Ind., 
by Louis Wambsganss, Jan. 27. 

Stahlke, .Ernst H., Immanuel, Minneapolis, 
Minn., by Alfred R. Streufert, Feb. 3. 

Thyr, Elmer, as assistant pastor, Bethany, 
Long Beach (Lakewood), Calif., by Nor- 
bert C. Mueller, Jan. 20. 

Trautmann, Karl H., Charity, Detroit, Mich., 
by Louis H. Koehler, Feb. 3. 

Werth, Frank, Grace, Fargo, N. Dak., by R. T. 
Schuricht, Jan: 27. 

Wessel, Adolph H., St. Paul, New Athens, II, 
by Rowland A. Miller; Trinity, Lenzburg, 
Ill., by A. A. Holtz, Jan. 20. 

Wilke, Donald C., St. Paul, Bridgeport; Mount 
Calvary, Bayard, Nebr., by Alfred H. Ernst, 


Feb. 3 
TEACHERS 


Firnhaber, Walter C., Immanuel, 
Kans., by D. W. Brack, Jan. 27. 
Janssen, Donald A., Wichita Lutheran School, 
Wichita, Kans., by L. H. Deffner, Feb. 3. 


Ludell, 


Official Notices 


Rev. E. R. Dubs, Bloomfield, Nebr., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit 6 to suc- 
ceed Rev. Philip Janz, who has accepted a 
call into another District. — Watrer E. Ho- 
MANN, President, Northern Nebraska District. 


Rev. Kurt H. Mueller, Madison, Minn., has 
been appointed Visitor of the First Circuit 
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Yellowbank Conference of the Minnesota Dis- 
trict to succeed Rev. Albert Gierke, who will 
retire soon. 


Rev. Leonard Thaemert, Robbinsdale, Minn., 
has been appointed Visitor of the Greater 
N. Minneapolis Circuit, S. Minnetonka Con- 
ference, to succeed Rev. Clarence Bremer, 
who has asked to be relieved. —H. A. Gam- 
BER, President, Minnesota District. 


Calls for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia Teachers 
College, River Forest, Ill., with the approval 
of the Board for Higher Education, herewith 
invites all congregations, and others entitled 
to do so, to nominate candidates for the posi- 
tions of Associate Professor of Education and 
Associate Professor of the Natural Sciences 
at Concordia Teachers College. 

Candidates must possess necessary spiritual 
and academic qualifications to give instruc- 
tion by word and example in their respective 
fields to those who will in turn become teach- 
ers in The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. They should ordinarily have ac- 
quired the doctorate or be able to do so 
within a reasonable period of time. 

Candidates for the chair in Education 
should be prepared to teach courses in such 
areas as curriculum and methods, history and 
philosophy of education, administration, and 
related subjects. Candidates for the chair in 
the Natural Sciences should be prepared to 
teach courses in such areas as earth sciences, 
biological sciences, physical sciences, or re- 
lated subjects. 

Send all nominations and pertinent infor- 
mation regarding candidates by April 23 to 
PRESIDENT M. L. KoEHNEKE, Executive Officer, 
Board of Control, Concordia Teachers College, 
River Forest, Ill. 


The Board of Control of St. John’s College, 
Winfield, Kans., with the approval of Synod’s 
Board for Higher Education, hereby issues a 
call for candidates to fill the following posi- 
tions: (1) An Associate Professorship in Ger- 
man and (2) An Associate Professorship in 
English and Education. 

Candidates for the chair in English and 
Education should have experience as teachers 
in the elementary schools of Synod. All nom- 
inees should possess a Master’s Degree or be 
able to acquire the necessary qualifications 
in a very short time. Nominations, together 
with a statement of qualifications, should be 
received by the undersigned by April 15, 
1957. — Rev. Leo J. Fenske, Secretary, of the 
Board of Control, 707 West Evans, Pueblo 2, 
Colo. 


Field Workers 


Applications for full-time summer field 
workers in parishes and camps may be made 
through the District President by March 25. 
— KENNETH BREIMEIER, Field Work Director, 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


Notices 


Pastors are requested to send names of 
members attending Wagner College, Staten 
Island, N. Y., to Rev. Donald H. Heitner, 224 
Windsor Rd., Staten Is. 14, N. Y., so that these 
young people may be contacted and served 
by our church. — Rev. D. H. HErrner. 


A survey is being made to determine the 
possibility of a “Lutheran Week” in New 
York City during the summer of 1957. The 
purpose of such a week is to bring together 
fellow Lutherans planning a summer vaca- 
tion in New York City for a designated week. 
This will accomplish: 1) Fellowship with fel- 
low Lutherans. 2) Benefits of group rates in 
a selected hotel. 3) Rebates on sight-seeing 
fees. 4) Visiting Lutheran places of interest. 

The Lutheran Week Committee is spon- 
sored by the Metropolitan District Lutheran 
Walther League. Anyone considering such 
a vacation should write to the undersigned: 
(1) Week preferred for the visit and (2) 
What the vacationer would like to do in 
New York City. This will guide the com- 
mittee in selecting a week desirable for the 
largest number.— Mrs. Mayse.tteE ReEcCHEN- 
BERGER, Secretary, 86-11 239th St., Bellerose 

N.Y. 


262 s1a. Le, 
Wanted 


16 pews, 10 ft. or more long, straight from 
end to end, flat backs 19 in. high, flat seats 
15 in. wide. Acceptable if seats and backs 
can be refinished. Design and condition of 
ends immaterial.— Mount O.niveE LuTHERAN 
oe 1930 Cliffview Rd., Cleveland 21, 
Ohio 


Used Communion ware for St. Peter’s Lu- 
theran Church.— Mrs. ApotpH Zioua, R.1, 
Box 99, Margo, Sask., Canada. 


(142) 


Available 


Communion set for a new mission. — 
LuTHERAN CHuRCH; Wm. J. Berreth, T 
urer; Fallon, Mont. 


150 Sunday School Hymnals, all in 
condition, available to any congregatio: 
mission willing to pay transportation. — 
LEESEBERG, 663 Manor Rd., S.I. 14, N. Y. 


12 sturdy handmade pews 715 ft. long, 
cost of transportation. St. Peter’s Luth 
Church, 10 mi. southeast of Midland, S. 
For information, write: Rev. Davi T. Er 
Kadoka, S. Dak. 


Pastors: Changes of Address . 


Arndt, Otto F., 5201 George, Skokie, Ill. 

Becker, Norbert, Box 16, Baguio City, — 
Philippines 

Buchhop, William C., Royalton, Minn. 

Dallmann, Bertram, 1 Olympia Dr., 
San Francisco 27. Office: 1290 Fifth A 
San Francisco 22, Calif. 

Frey, Henry J., em., 67 Litchfield Ave., 
Depew, N. Y. 

Gerike, William, Wentzville, Mo. 

Guebert, Clifford, 1401 Lynn Valley Rd., 
North Vancouver, B. C., Can. 

Kesselmayer, Darwood, 34 East M St., 
Sparks, Nev. 

Kimberley, Wyatt A., Box 616, 
Lake Worth, Fla. 

Kraft, Donald A., 36-06 194th St., 
Flushing 58, N. Y. 

Kuechle, Eugene E., 660 Newton, 
South Hadley, Mass. 

Kupsky, William L., em., 220 Maison Ct., 
Elmhurst, Il. 

Langhans, Reuben W., 1822 N. Dale, 
St. Paul 13, Minn. 

Lewis, Arthur T., R. 2, Box 160, 
Port Orchard, Wash. 

Lochhaas, Leland A., 108 Hoener, 
Waterloo, Ill. 

Looker, Charles M., 14287 Rosemary, 
Detroit 5, Mich. 

Matthias, Elmer W., 118 N. Emily, 
Anaheim, Calif. 

Neisch, Waldemar O., 1049 Underhill Dr. 
Jacksonville 11, Fla. 

Pflug, Edwin H., 1821 E. Elm, 
Anaheim, Calif. 

Plagens, Robert, 216 22d St., N. W., 
Minot, N. Dak. 

Plautz, Ralph A., 4039 Sunset Dr., 
Hannibal, Mo. 

Sander, A. Robert, 79 Bryant Circle, 
Maysville, Ky. 

Schoen, Fred T., em., Haven, Kans. 

Schreiber, Vernon R., 1047 Woodland, 
Oradell, N. J. 

Schroeder, George C., 320 Fifth, 
Petaluma, Calif. 

Seyfert, Herman C., 1011 Pecan, 
Humboldt, Kans. 

Siegel, Paul F., Box 238, Bazine, Kans. 

Uhlig, N. Paul, 55 Kittredge, 
Boston 31, Mass. 

Von Dielingen, Paul, 611 S. Erie, 
Wichita 16, Kans. 

Wambsganss, Louis, em., R. 5, Box 481-C, 
Indianapolis, Ind 

Weinbach, O. F. P., em., P. O. Box 812, 
Orlovista, Fla. 

Wottrich, Herbert, 3028 34th St., 
Port Arthur, Tex. 


Teachers: 


Brott, Paul R., 1352 E. 10th St., 
Long Beach 4, Calif. 

Feldkamp, Ralph, 1601 S. Market, 
Brenham, Tex. 

Kraft, Glenn O., 1700 Sixth, Bay City, 

Schuppan, Randall E., 21-12 123d St., 
College Point 56, N. Y. 

Wagner, Daniel, Casilla 22, Obera, 

Misiones, Rep. Argentina 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce 
ments, obituaries, intended for Dubie 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the ESS 
aan 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Lo 

» Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and cha 
of address of pastors and tea 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broa ; 
way, St.Louis 2, Mo. - 


THE LUTHERAN 


For those about to dedica | 
themselves to God at eemanon, : 
a gift of an approved, sturdily- 
bound Bible—complete with 
practical helps, will prove 
a lifelong guide and friend. 


JUNIOR BIBLE 


Compact, beautiful, durable, prepared especially 
with the young Christian in mind. Practical helps. 
Bible-reading course, and other special features. 
Page size: 44% x6%. 

No. 1W1017. Blue cloth, gold title stamping, round 
corners, blue edges. $3.50 


No. 1W1018. Indexed. $4.50 


No. 1W1023. Genuine morocco-grained leather, 
flexible divinity circuit (overlapping) covers, round 
corners, red-under-gold edges, boxed. $6.50 


No. 1W1024. Indexed. $7.50 


HOME AND TEACHER’S BIBLE 


Has a 243-page Concordance, a 118-page Bible 
dictionary, 60,000 center-column references, 12 
pages of colored maps, index to Bible atlas, pres- 
entation page, family register. All in clear, legible 
type. Bible paper editions, page size, 544 8Y%. 
No. 1W1005. Black silk cloth, red edges. $5.50 


No. LW1011. Limp leather covers (not overlap- 
ping), red-under-gold edges, boxed. $8.25 


Gold imprints. Name $.50; name and year $.60; 
name, date, and year $.65; name, date, and year in 
gold on blue paper or in black on white paper $2.00 


D LEATHER EDITION 


complete teacher’s Bible with prophecies concerning Christ in the Old Testament 
ell as the sayings of Christ in the New Testament printed in red. No illustrations. 


1W812R1. French morocco leather, divinity circuit, gold titles and edges. Size, 
<7¥e. $10.00 


1W1060. Indexed. $11.00 


LUSTRATED EDITION 


4 beautiful Hardy illustrations. Black, genuine leather, flexible, overlapping covers, 
d corners, amber-under-gold edges, silk marker. 


or No. 1W164. $7.50 
ar No. 1W1051. Indexed. $8.00 


sr through your Church Office, Church Display, or use the handy coupon below 
rder directly. 


NCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis 18, Missouri 


se send me the following Bibles (Indicate style and price) 


ENGICNEITS, <a ls 0 oe 


City Tane State 


DOES YOUR 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT 


Earn the Most for You and Your Family? 


It Can Earn Up To 


4h : 


The General Church Extension Fund of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod ‘ 
Now Offers the Following 


NEW INTEREST RATES : 


4% 3/2 % 3% 
10-Year Notes 5-Year Notes 60-Day Demand Notes 


Interest on All Notes Paid Semi-annually 
This Is Your Synod’s 


“SAVINGS AND LOAN DEPARTMENT’ 


Your deposits, besides earning high interest, help build the Kingdom. Loans are made to 
missions and Districts at the same interest which Synod pays you. This is a Mission Project, 
not a Profit Plan. Synod's Mission Program calls for 1,350 new missions and stations during 
the next 10 years. $38 million will be needed before 1967. $3 million will be needed by 
June 1957 for missions waiting to build a church. Such commitments have already been made. 


but — 


: SRG SEE 
_ WE ARE NOT SOLICITING — WE ARE NOT Bi 
"SUGGESTING A SAFE, PROFITABLE, and WISE INVEST! 


CLIP AND MAIL THIS APPLICATION 


| am enclosing my check in the amount of $ _ as a loan to my church 
10-Year Note at 4% Interest 
5-Year Note at 312% 


60-Day Demand Note at 3% 


age Rice ae 


street*.or, RFD ........:\geeeeemeeanee reenter .coeateees ya LY cereeserce Dessdeacdivsesstcstencses? LONOIMr ane: ROIOLO Nr here eee 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


Office of the Treasurer 
210 North Broadway — St. Louis 2, Missouri 


